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Westbank First Nation
Lands POST-Seminar PACKAGE
Presented on Thursday, November 15th 2007
	Opening Remarks & the Vision Statement
Opening Remarks & Vision Statement presented by Chief Robert Louie

	Amendments to WFN Land Rules 

On July 19, 2007 WFN enacted certain amendments to the WFN Constitution.  Amongst the amendments were revisions to the Land Rules (Part XI of the Constitution) which govern the creation of legal interests in WFN Lands.  The revisions include changes: 

· in the responsibilities of the WFN Lands Department;

· to the common law regarding the transfer of interests to oneself;

· to the mortgaging provisions in the Land Rules; and

· to the registry provisions.

The presenter explained the nature and purpose of the amendments to the Land Rules.

WFN Constitutional Amendments presented by Micha Menczer & Dr. Tim Raybould, Westbank First Nation
Micha Menczer is a lawyer from Vancouver with extensive experience in aboriginal law.  He serves as WFN’s legal counsel on treaty and other matters and played an integral role in the drafting of the WFN Constitution and the amendments thereto.

Tim Raybould was educated at the University of Cambridge, receiving his Ph.D. in 1993.  He serves as Policy Advisor and Treaty Negotiator for Westbank First Nation and is a Senior Policy Advisor for the First Nations Finance Authority.  Mr. Raybould played an integral role in the drafting of the WFN Constitution and the amendments thereto.



	Westbank First Nation Land Registry Regulations 

The Westbank First Nation Self Government Agreement envisions that an alternative register system may be established for the registration of interests in Westbank Lands pursuant to an agreement between WFN and Canada.  

WFN and Canada have entered into such an agreement, and Canada has now passed a regulation pursuant to section 13 of the Westbank First Nation Self-Government Act to establish a register system for the registration of interests in Westbank Lands.

The Westbank First Nation Land Registry Regulations create a land registry system that assigns priorities to interests in Westbank First Nation's lands as they are registered. It also permits instruments to be submitted online to the registry.

The presenter will explain, and provide an overview of, the Westbank First Nation Land Registry Regulations. 

WFN Land Registry Regulations presented by Stan Ashcroft, Ashcroft & Company

Stan Ashcroft is a lawyer from the firm of Ashcroft & Company in Vancouver.  Mr. Ashcroft has extensive experience in aboriginal law and has served as legal counsel for Westbank Nation for approximately 25 years.  Mr. Ashcroft played an integral role in the development of the Westbank First Nation Land Registry Regulations.

	WFN Land Use Law 

The WFN Land Use Law 2007-01 was enacted on July 26, 2007.  The law sets out the legal framework for the use and development of WFN Lands.  It adopts a Land Use Plan, which addresses issues such as environmental protection, protection of cultural/archaeological areas, housing infrastructure and park space.  It also adopts zoning regulations, establishes a procedure for obtaining minor variances from WFN Law and establishes a system for the protection of pre-existing non-conforming uses.

The presenters explain the history, purpose and content of the WFN Land Use Law 2007-01.

WFN Land Use Law presented by Kirk Dressler, Westbank First Nation
WFN Land Use Plan presented by Trudy Peterson & Dan Brown, Westbank First Nation
Kirk Dressler is Council Secretariat and general legal counsel for Westbank First Nation.  
Trudy Peterson is Professional Engineer who serves as Manager of Engineering, Planning & Public Works for Westbank First Nation.
Dan Brown is Senior Planner for Westbank First Nation.

	Mortgaging on Westbank Lands:
a) 
Legal Framework (members, status, non-status) 

The law regarding mortgages of interests in WFN Lands is set out in the Land Rules (Part XI of the WFN Constitution).  The presenter explains how these rules work, and who may grant and obtain a mortgage in WFN Lands.  The presenter will also explain how the WFN Land Rules modify the common law and the application of section 89 of the Indian Act.

Mortgaging on WFN Lands (Legal Framework) presented by Stan Ashcroft, Ashcroft & Company

b) Bankers Perspective

The presenter will provide a private financial institution’s view of the WFN lands regime, and the options for financing within that regime.

Banker's Perspective (RBC) presented by Gail Murray, Manager Aboriginal Markets, B.C., and Karen Borring-Olsen Regional Vice-President of RBC Royal Bank Okanagan

Gail Murray is the Manager of Aboriginal Banking for RBC in the B.C. Region.  She has a bachelor degree in Communications from Simon Fraser and has much experience working directly with First Nations, within the treaty environment, as a liaison in negotiations and in administering employment and training programs for communities.

Karen Borring-Olsen is the Regional Vice-President for RBC Royal Bank in the Okanagan.  Karen is responsible for overseeing twelve branches and more than 250 employees throughout the Okanagan from Oliver to Vernon.  



	Developing on Westbank Lands

The presenters provide a developer’s practical case study of the experience working on WFN Lands.

Developing on Westbank Lands (Vintage View) presented by Peter Bouchard & Gary Bowker, Vintage View Developments
Peter Bouchard is the Broker/Owner of Corporate Accord Realty Ltd.  Peter specializes in commercial leasing and brokerage transactions on raw land, commercial, industrial, multi-family and care facilities representing sellers, purchasers, tenants, landlords and investors in B.C.

Gary Bowker is a commercial real estate salesman with Coldwell Banker Commercial/Horizon Realty in Kelowna.  Gary is responsible for marketing the leasing or sale of properties in the I.C.I. portfolio in addition to tenant representation and consulting.



	Appraisals on Westbank Lands

The presenter explains the real estate appraisal process, and how the value of First Nations land compares to that of freehold land.

Appraisals on Westbank Lands presented by Allan Beatty, Kent ( Macpherson
Allan Beatty is an Associate Appraiser with Kent-Macpherson Appraisals with over 30 years experience in private practice.  His Specialties include commercial, industrial and heavy industrial plants, market valuations, cost analysis, valuations and consulting for property taxation, and consulting on first nations property related issues.

	Data Distributed on Mini Disk:

· WFN Land Register 
WFN Land Register Forms WFN-01 to WFN-06
WFN Register Fee Schedule
WFN Land Registry Regulations


· WFN Laws
WFN Constitution Amended July 19, 2007
WFN Land Use Law No. 2007-01 (including Schedules)
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