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Okanagan Nation Territory

ÅWestbank First Nation is one of eight 
member bands that form the Okanagan 
Nation (includes the Colville Confederated 
Tribe in Washington State)

ÅTraditionally the Okanagans(syilx) 
occupied an area of approximately 69,000 
sq. km. which extended from Mica Creek 
in the north, to Kootenay Lake in the east, 
down to Wilbur, WA in the south, and 
west to the Nicola Valley.

3



Okanagan Nation Territory and Westbank 
First Nation ςRelative to British Columbia
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Aboriginal Title & Rights

ÅCanadian law recognizes the existence 
of Aboriginal rights including 
Aboriginal title ςsection 35 of the 
Canada Constitution and case law
ÅThere is a need to reconcile Crown title 

and Aboriginal title  
ÅIs being accomplished through a 

number of ways (including treaty 
negotiations, reconciliation 
agreements, ongoing court action, 
etc.)
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ÅProvincial and Federal Crown have a duty to 
consult with aboriginal peoples and 
accommodate our  rights even before these 
rights have been established in court or set out 
in treaties or other arrangements

ÅConsultation is part of a process of fair dealing 
and reconciliation with our people that begins 
with the assertion of Crown sovereignty and 
continues beyond formal claims resolution (i.e. 
after a treaty or reconciliation arrangement 
has been entered into)

Å is grounded in the principle of the honour of 
the Crown, now enshrined in s. 35(1) of the 
Constitution Act

Some Key Principles of 
Consultation



Implementing Title & Rights 
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ÅOn reserve, Westbank has re-established 
governance structures beyond the Indian Act 
and is self-governing

ÅAs a self-governing entity, Westbank has 
created an environment conducive to economic 
development and encourages private sector 
investment and is involved in a number of 
business partnerships

ÅOff reserve, but within its traditional territory, 
Westbank is working to reconcile Aboriginal 
title with Crown title with the federal and 
provincial governments and working with 
industry and other partners to create 
opportunities for growth and development



Crown Land Referral 
Process

ÅWestbank has established a formal mechanism to 
assess applications for activities on Crown Lands within 
our territory that may have an impact on the Aboriginal 
title or rights ς(Crown Lands Referrals Policy, March 29, 
2011)

Å Under this policy, potential infringement of rights and 
title and other impacts on land, water, resources, 
wildlife, cultural, archaeological, and historical 
significance are required to be considered by 
proponents and/or the Crown

ÅWestbank can choose to support the proposed activity 
and may request to enter into negotiations for 
accommodation or impact benefit agreements, a 
partnership, an MOU,  or other types of agreements 
with the Crown or other proponents as the case may be
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Creating Opportunities

ÅThere is significant potential opportunities for joint 
ventures or long-term economic sustainability 
through the sharing of resources

ÅTypes of opportunities:
ïJoint Ventures (Ponderosa)
ïMOUs (Bitterroot)
ïService agreements (archaeological assessments, etc.)
ïMoorage agreements (District of West Kelowna)
ïImpact Benefit Agreement (Burnco)
ïRevenue Sharing (MoFLNRO)
ïRecreation/tourism agreements (Big White, ZipZone)

ÅWestbank is involved in a number of partnerships off 
reserve but within our traditional territory
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Relationships with Other 
Governments

ÅImportant to develop relationships with 
outside governments including 
neighbouringFirst Nations, local 
municipalities, and provincial and federal 
governments 

ÅMechanisms for these relationships can 
be set out in protocols, MOUs, or 
agreements

ÅWestbank established the 
Intergovernmental Affairs office for this 
purpose
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