
Water-Wise Irrigation 
Equipment 
 
What is the most efficient irrigation 
system? 
Drip irrigation is the most efficient method of watering 
for non-turf areas such as bedded plants, trees or shrubs.  
Drip systems minimize or eliminate evaporation, impede 
weed growth, and may help prevent diseases caused by 
under or over watering. 
Tubing should be inspected regularly for damage, leaks, 
and debris that may have clogged the lines.  Soaker 
hoses are an easy and inexpensive alternative to drip 
irrigation. Soaker hoses perform best when the water 
flow rate is low. Soil moisture should be monitored to 
determine when enough water has been applied. 
 
What type of sprinkler should I use? 
Use a low-angle sprinkler that produces large drops of 
water close to the ground, rather than an oscillating 
sprinkler or a sprinkler that produces a mist or fine 
spray. This will help to minimize evaporation.  
Sprinklers with adjustable spray patterns are useful for 
irregularly shaped areas (or just use the hose).  Use a 
timer so you don’t forget to turn it off. 
 
How should I manage my automatic 
sprinkler system for water efficiency? 
Automatic sprinkler systems can provide an efficient 
method of irrigating lawns because controllers turn the 
system off after a predetermined amount of time, so a 
measured amount of water can be applied.  However, 
don’t just set it in the spring and leave it all season. 
Adjust run time and frequency of the system monthly to 
respond to changing rainfall and temperature conditions. 
It is suggested that no zone exceed 30 minutes 
maximum.  Install rain shut off devices or moisture 
sensors to avoid unnecessary watering.  Adjust 
sprinklers to eliminate overspray on pavement. Don’t 
assume that all plants have the same watering 
requirements. Reduce the run time of sprinklers on 
shrubs, which may not need as much water as grass. 
Shady areas may not need as much water either. To 
minimize runoff, adjust the precipitation rate of the 
sprinkler head so the soil has enough time to absorb the 
water. Trim overgrown shrubs or other objects 
obstructing the spray pattern.  Contact a professional 
landscape irrigation specialist for a maintenance check.  

PRACTICE GOOD 
WATER-USE HABITS 
 
In the bathroom: Don’t use your toilet as a trash can 
for paper and facial tissues. 
 
At the sink:  Turn the water off when you aren’t using 
it. Instead of allowing the tap water to run while 
brushing, run it just to wet and rinse the toothbrush. 
Apply the same idea when washing your hands. Use 
only as much water flow as you really need. Fill the sink 
with water instead of letting the water run continuously 
while shaving. 
 
In the shower:  Take shorter showers and take a 
shower instead of a bath. Showers with water efficient 
showerheads often use less water than a bath. Turn off 
the water while you are shampooing your hair. 
 
When washing dishes:  Only run the dishwasher 
with a full load. This practice will save water, energy, 
detergent, and money. If your dishes are only lightly 
soiled, use the short wash cycle. Dry scrape dishes 
instead of rinsing them and do not pre-rinse dishes if you 
are using the dishwasher. When washing dishes by hand, 
fill a basin or the sink with soapy water instead of letting 
the water run continuously. Soak pans rather than 
scrubbing them while the water is running.  Fill the other 
basin with rinse water or at least run the water at 
minimum volume during rinsing. 
 
While cooking:  Rinse produce in a pan of cold water 
instead of letting the water run while you rinse it.  
Instead of letting hot water run over frozen foods, 
transfer them to the refrigerator the night before you 
need them. Keep a container of water in the refrigerator 
rather than running tap water until it is cool enough to 
drink.  Use garbage disposals only for really messy stuff, 
not a heap of peels that can easily be dumped in the 
garbage. 
 
In the laundry room:  Wash only full loads. If you 
must wash partial loads, match the load setting with the 
amount of laundry to be washed.  Pretreat stains to avoid 
re-washing. Use the shortest wash cycle for lightly 
soiled loads as it uses less water than other cycles. 
 

What maintenance is required for my 
automatic sprinkler system? 
Check sprinkler heads regularly to remove dirt or debris 
that may be clogging the nozzle and to make sure they are 
working at the proper pressure and not leaking. When 
spray heads are inactive they should be as close to the 
ground as possible to avoid damaging them with lawn 
mowers. Repair or replace broken heads, valves, seals, and 
pipes. Make sure the last group of sprinklers shuts off 
completely when the next group of sprinklers turns on. If 
not, check the valves.  Once a month run the sprinklers for 
a short time on each cycle while you are at home to make 
sure they are working properly. 
 
What features should I look for in an 
automatic sprinkler system? 
The controller of new sprinkler systems should have a 
multiple scheduling option, a rain-shutoff device, a water 
budget feature (which allows percentage adjustments 
without having to reprogram), and test functions. 
 

Design a Water-Wise 
Landscape 
Plant water-wise, well-adapted and/or native shrubs and 
trees! Bermuda, buffalo grass, and zoysia are drought-
tolerant grasses. Choose plants that are drought tolerant (or 
at least have low water requirements), heat tolerant, and 
are tolerant of the minimum winter temperatures in your 
local area.  Instead of grass, put drought-tolerant ground 
cover in areas that are narrow, small, sloping, odd-shaped, 
or close to pavement. Limit turf areas to those needed for 
practical uses. Group your plants into irrigation zones 
according to their water requirements (hydrozoning) so 
you don’t overwater one type of plant to meet the needs of 
another (for instance most shrubs don’t need as much 
water as most grass). If you have to have a few thirsty 
plants, group them together and place them near your 
house. Native plants are more resistant to local plant 
diseases and pests. Contact your local nursery for 
recommendations of water-wise plants that are adapted to 
your area of the state and additional information on 
efficient landscape water use. 
 



 

WHY? 
We must use our precious water resources more 
efficiently or we will have more frequent and more 
severe water shortages, especially during droughts 
and hot Okanagan summers. In the summer, 
outdoor water use can account for 50 to 80 percent 
of home water use! Much of this water is wasted 
through inefficient landscape watering practices. 
You can also easily save 75 litres per day just by 
installing water efficient fixtures and reducing 
leaks.  
 
Using water more efficiently will save money and 
protect the quality of life of future generations.  
We must be responsible and save water now. 
 

Responsible Water 
Management – It’s Ours  

To Protect. 
 

Sprinkling Regulations: 

The WJWC Stage 1 Sprinkling Regulations are in 
effect throughout the irrigation season as authorized 
by each member utility’s bylaws.  

a) Days of Watering:   Sprinkling is only 
permitted at residential, commercial, and other 
non-agricultural properties as follows: 

Even numbered addresses:   Watering is 
only permitted on Even Calendar Days.  

Odd numbered addresses:   Watering is only 
permitted on Odd Calendar Days. 

b)  Automatically Controlled Underground 
Sprinkling Systems (Residential & 
Commercial):  Properties equipped with an 
automated time clock sprinkler system may only 
sprinkle between the hours of 12:00 Midnight to 
6:00 a.m. on the days permitted by the sprinkling 
regulations as described above.   

c) Manually Controlled Sprinklers 
(Residential & Commercial):  Properties 
equipped with only manually controlled 
sprinkling systems, including those attached to 
outside taps, may only operate from Midnight to 
11:00 a.m. and from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 Midnight 
on the days permitted by the sprinkling 
regulations as described above.   

During a drought Stage 2, 3 or 4 may be implemented 
by a water purveyor.  Stage 2 regulations are as 
follows: 

Even numbered addresses:   Watering is 
only permitted on Tuesdays and between the 
hours of 12:00 am (midnight) to 11:00 am, and 
from 6:00 pm to 12:00 am (midnight). 
 
Odd numbered addresses:   Watering is only 
permitted on Wednesdays and Sundays and 
between the hours of 12:00 am (midnight) to 
11:00 am, and from 6:00 pm to 12:00 am 
(midnight). 
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Automatically Controlled Underground 
Sprinkling Systems (Residential & 
Commercial):  Properties equipped with an 
automated time clock sprinkler system may only 
operate between the hours of 12:00 am (midnight) to 
6:00 am on the days permitted by the sprinkling 
regulations as described above in Stage 2. 

 
 


