
Over the past several years WFN has been participating with 
the Okanagan Nation Alliance in the development of a new en-
gagement model with BC Hydro to ensure that community inter-
ests and impacts are being addressed when BC Hydro devel-
ops plans for projects within our territory.   

Under the new engagement model called the “Enduring Rela-
tionship” , signed in 2011, the Okanagan Nation Alliance Chief’s 
Executive Committee, including WFN, has agreed to work to-
gether with BC Hydro from the very earliest stages of projects 
contemplated through our lands. 

The West Kelowna Transmission Line Project  (WKTL) is a BC 
Hydro project which will strengthen the existing power line and 
provide a second source of power to the Westbank/Peachland 
area so that during a forest fire or other event there is an alter-
nate power source available.    

The WKTL project is the first BC Hydro project which will utilize 
the new Enduring Relationship engagement model.  Through a 
Project Review Committee established by the ONA and led by 
the Westbank First Nation we are working with representatives 
from Okanagan Indian Band, Upper Nicola Band and the 
Okanagan Nation Alliance to provide technical assistance and 
support from an early stage and throughout the life of the pro-
ject. 

The early engagement with BC Hydro has resulted in ONA hav-
ing input into the planning phase to determine which of three 
potential route options will be focussed on for further analysis, 

study and input from stakeholders, the public, and First Nations.    

In November of this year the ONA Chief’s Executive Committee, 
having considered the review of the WKTL technical committee,  
recommended that Alternative 2, a route from Nicola to West-
bank, be the leading alternative route to be investigated further.    

BC Hydro has now committed resources to the further investi-
gation of the Nicola to Westbank Route, with additional re-
sources allocated to continue to investigate the feasibility of 
Alternative 3 which involves a number of challenges as it would 
cross Okanagan Lake. 

Being involved in this planning stage is a significant improve-
ment over how and when our communities have been engaged 
in the past.  Early engagement means that our communities will 
not only have an opportunity to shape the nature and scope of 
the studies being planned, ensuring our interests and values 
are being incorporated, but also provides us with the opportu-
nity to shape employment and capacity building initiatives along 
the way. 

We are still in the very early stages of the Project.  Over the 
next 18 months, the Project Review Committee will be working 
with BC Hydro to investigate the potential  impacts of  Alterna-
tive 2 (and possibly Alternative 3) routes on our territory and 
communities.  The investigation will incorporate a number of 
studies and field work including: 

 Archaeology       

 Traditional Use 

 Socio Economic Impact Assessments 

 Engineering (terrain stability field study) 

 Environmental  (watershed fragmentation analysis, fish and 

aquatic habitat, wildlife/wildlife habitat, ecosystems and rare plants  
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Gathering the knowledge of our communities and individual 
Members about traditional land uses, assessing the socio- eco-
nomic impacts of the transmission line on our communities, 
creating opportunities for capacity building/employment  and 
ensuring that Syilx priorities are included in the studies that will 
support the final selection of the route are our priorities as we 
move forward. 

Community meetings are planned for OKIB, Upper Nicola Band 
and Westbank First Nation to update community members on 
the status of the project and provide an opportunity for feed-
back.   

WFN Members are invited to attend a WKTL open house on 
January 12th in the Siya Room at Community Services from 
4:00 – 7:00 pm to learn more about the project, provide input 
about the route and into the studies that will be undertaken be-
fore the final route is selected. 

BC Hydro representatives will also be on hand to provide infor-

mation about current initiatives being undertaken for aboriginal 

employment and education within their organization. 
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Preliminary Route Options for the West Kelowna Transmission Line Project. 
Assessment of Route 2 (from the Nicola Substation to Westbank) and Route 3, which 

crosses the lake from Westbank to Kelowna is currently underway.  Routes may be 

changed depending on the findings of studies which will take place over the next 18 

months.  The earliest in service date for a new transmission line is 2020. 



 

West Kelowna Transmission Line Project 

OPEN HOUSE 
For WFN Members 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 

4:00—7:00 pm 

WFN Community Services, Siya Room 

 

Drop by to learn more about the West Kelowna Transmission Line Project and view the displays 

Share your knowledge of the lands and provide feedback about the selected routes 

Find out about employment, training and education initiatives being undertaken by BC Hydro and as part 

of the WKTL project 

 


