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About WFN
• Westbank First Nation is 
 historically known as 
stqaʔtkʷníwt

•	 Language:	nsyilxcən
• One of seven bands that 
 comprise the Okanagan Nation
• Band Membership: 854
• Non-member residents: 9,000
• Location: South Central Interior 
 of British Columbia, Canada
• Land Base: Five land parcels 
 totalling 5,340 acres
• Self-governing First Nation
• Leadership: One Chief and 

four Councillors (elected by 
Membership every three years)
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Mission 
STATEMENT

WFN will work to promote a 
healthy and prosperous future 
to ensure its continued existence 
as a strong political, social and 
cultural community.



This past year has been a year of continued growth and learning by myself and Council. We have had 
many opportunities to connect with other First Nations, local levels of government and businesses  by 
attending functions, openings and meetings in an effort to promote our community and Nation.
WFN continues to work with ONA, and unity remains a priority goal. We are pleased that our huckleberries 
and grizzly bears are now being protected by resolution of all Chiefs. This year, “Take the Indian Out 
of the Child: Okanagan Syilx Experiences in the Violent and Forced Assimilation of Indian Residential 
Schools”	book	was	released,	an	excellent	read	that	captures	many	of	our	people’s	perspectives.	We	
are pleased the book is being used in educational institutions and want to thank those who  shared their 
experiences for the book.
Ntityix	Development	Corp	hired	a	new	Chief	Executive	Officer,	Ryan	Malcolm,	who	brings	knowledge,	
experience and a strong desire to ensure our corporate entity is successful. Cannabis industry 
businesses have continued to come through with interest and we continue to have discussions.  The 
community will soon provide their direction and vote on the future of the cannabis industry on WFN 
lands. If you are interested in the corporate entity or have suggestions, please contact Ryan at 250-768-5617.
Housing	continues	to	be	a	definite	need	for	Members,	and	we	recognize	the	efforts	 that	have	been	
ongoing since 2007. Discussions are ongoing with BC Housing to look at affordable housing for all 
Members.
The	renovation	and	expansion	of	sənsisyustən	began	over	the	summer	months	and	we	are	pleased	
to	see	the	dedicated	workers	and	Members	participating.	Our	children	and	community	will	benefit	from	
this exciting project for many years.
Our most recent celebration was the opening of the WFN Multi Use Sport Court, an amazing area where 
Members can enjoy their skateboards, scooters and box bikes as well as enjoy pickle ball, basketball 
and	hockey.	It’s	a	pleasure	to	see	children,	teens	and	adults	interacting,	and	showing	off	skills.	
This past year, WFN participated in the London Global Diplomatic Forum, sharing our culture, history 
and governance with Youth from all over the world. In December, Jazelle Jobin and Lenasia Ned 
attended, and in July, Kyla Shields, Dayton Shields, Adrianna Tournat and Kim Teichroeb attended. The 
interaction	was	beneficial	to	all	and	I	was	very	proud	to	witness	the	dedication	of	our	young	Members.	
Thank you to all those who have brought forward ideas, recommendations and positive ways in which 
we can look to make improvements. Take the time to enjoy your family, friends, and the beauty of our 
lands. 

Limləmt	
Chief Roxanne Lindley

Message from the Chief
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It is my pleasure to offer some introductory comments to our 2017/18 Annual Report.  As I write these 
comments we are into the sunny summer months of the Okanagan. This Annual Report is intended 
to	reflect	on	the	prior	fiscal	year	ending	March	31,	2018.			Each	year	we	look	to	improve	the	Annual	
Report with the intention of providing the reader with an overview of our government, capturing key 
highlights and accomplishments, and touching upon many of the programs and services that we 
deliver. Additionally, great efforts have been made to overhaul and improve our website, so for even 
more current information please visit us online at  wfn.ca. I wish to thank all of the staff from across the 
government that have contributed to this document in an effort to ensure it is meaningful and helpful 
for the recipient.
One area of focus over this past year has been the efforts taken in the Community Core of IR#9. 
Complementing our beautiful youth centre, a much anticipated multi use sport  court and skateboard track 
were recently completed.  Additionally, with the resounding support of the Membership and a generous 
grant	from	INAC,	we	are	now	in	the	beginning	stages	of	renovating	and	expanding	sənsisyustən,	our	
K-6 private school.  
As always, and as a way to promote sustainability while modernizing our community and promoting 
safety, we continue to build sidewalks and add street lighting, utility corridors and bike lanes.
Year over year, our Membership continues to grow and I want to personally welcome all of our new 
Members. Please take the time to become involved and learn more about your community and your 
government. Your government is now very present on our website and active through social media, so 
if you are inclined, you can connect through these areas as well.
Wishing you all the best in the upcoming year.

way’	limləmt
Pat Fosbery
Director of Operations

Message from Director of Operations
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Health and Wellness Program
The Health and Wellness Program is directed towards improving the health 
and well-being of employees. The goal is to ensure that the workplace helps 
everyone maintain or improve their health by encouraging and supporting each 
other in adopting and maintaining healthy habits. A Wellness Committee has been 
created and is currently working towards establishing a brand, followed by regular 
communication and initiatives towards enhancing the six dimensions of wellness: 
environmental, emotional, intellectual, physical, social and spiritual.

Law Amendments
Legal Services has moved ahead with a review and update to the following WFN 
Laws: Business License Law, Residential Premises Law, Animal Control Law, 
Outdoor Events Law, and Second-Hand Dealers and Pawn Brokers Law. 
First drafts of these laws have been substantially completed but will be 
further	fine-tuned	prior	to	presentation	to	Council	for	first	reading.	
The Residential Premises Law has been split into two 
separate	draft	laws:	one	for	tenancies	in	fixed	residential	
dwellings and one for manufactured homes. 

Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Law
Legal Services staff have drafted a law to address the 
provision of reasonable access to information collected and 
utilized by WFN government. This Law states that WFN is 
obligated to protect your personal information by providing 
security against risks such as unauthorized access, 
collection, use, disclosure, or destruction of records. The 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Law was 
enacted February 26, 2018.

Lakeridge Park
Legal Services has developed and is implementing a 13-step 
road map to address the modernization of the headlease and 
subleases for the Lakeridge Park development which can potentially 
result	in	the	removal	of	dual	registration	(Provincial	Land	Title	Office,	
as well as WFNs land Registry), allow for CMHC coverage, and 
provide for the recalculation and stability of annual fees based on 
today’s	market	values.
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Delegations

Social Media
WFN always tries to share 
engaging information across 
social media platforms. 
Facebook has 1.3 billion users 
and is still one of the most 
widely used networks to 
engage with others and share 
information. In July 2018 
WFN saw an 61% increase in 
Facebook Engagement when 
compared to July 2017! 

WFN shares events and projects 
with their stakeholders and 

one of the best platforms 
to do so, is Twitter. WFN 

launched its Twitter 
account in 2015 and 
has accumulated 
over 1800 followers!

WFN Intergovernmental Affairs 
hosted seven delegations from all 

across Canada this past fiscal 
year. The Attorney General of 
New Zealand, Chris Finlayson, 
and the Attorney General 
of Canada, Jodi Wilson-

Raybould, also participated in 
a presentation and land tour of 
Westbank First Nation.  



Peachland Community-to-Community Forum
WFN and the District of Peachland hosted a Community-to-Community Forum, March 2018. The forum was 
an opportunity for both parties to solidify their mutual interests, gain a better understanding of community 
initiatives, and continue to build upon the government-to-government relationship. This relationship will 
advance through a development of a Memorandum-of-Understanding.

Collaborative Fiscal Policy Development Process
WFN has continued to participate in the Collaborative Fiscal Policy Development Process with Canada 
and	other	self-governing	First	Nations.	The	objective	of	this	work	is	to	further	a	new	fiscal	relationship	and	
policy	between	Indigenous	governments	and	the	Crown.	WFN	continues	to	work	on	the	final	details	of	the	
fiscal	policy	and	its	annexes	with	an	objective	that	the	current	proposed	methodology	is	supported	by	Canada.		

Website
WFN’s	website	(wfn.ca)	was	relaunched	January	30,	2018,	including	many	new	enhancements	and	mobile	
friendly features. The website is designed to be attractive and business friendly, and is arranged to be more 
intuitive for the end user. 
Fun	facts	on	WFN’s	new	web	design:
• Divided into four sections: Community, Programs and Services, 
 Government and Business and Development
•	 Optional	alert	bar	exists	at	top	for	events	such	as	flood	or	water	quality	advisories
• The homepage can be edited and adapted for seasons or special priorities
• Online service request forms allow for better and easier reporting by the public
•	 Site	is	screen-responsive	to	fill,	rotate	and	change	layout	depending	whether	
 the user is on a tablet, smart phone or desktop
• Search bar can be found at the top of every page
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BC Conservation Officer Service (COS)
WFN	Law	Enforcement	Officer	Wayne	Murdock	 is	working	with	 the	BC	COS	to	
develop an agreement where conservation activities on WFN Lands would be 
handled jointly between the COS and WFN. This would offer WFN better control 
over animal populations, sustainability, and habitat within traditional territory. The 
good	relationship	between	Wayne	and	the	local	Conservation	Officers	has	resulted	
in	several	hundred	pounds	of	wild	meat	for	WFN’s	community	freezers.		Wayne	
often cleans and skins the animals and then drops them off at the butcher.

Devon Road property
The Devon Road property that formed the land exchange for the Campbell Road 
Interchange currently resides with the Province and Canada for granting of an 
Order-in-Council, Fall 2018; WFN anticipates reserve status of the property by late 
spring 2019. Future planning of the Devon Road land will come through community 
engagement.

West Kelowna Transmission Line Project (WKTP)
Participation in the WKTP is funded by BC Hydro, with additional resources for 
communities	 to	 train	Members	 in	 field	 skills,	 safety,	 and	 other	 related	 training,	
and for the creation of an employment and skills database that will match eligible 
community members with opportunities before, during and following the project. 
Members can register in the Syilx Opportunities Database and access available 
opportunities at syilxwk.ca. The transmission line project is still in early planning 
stages with the earliest in-service date anticipated in 2022.

Socio-economic Study 
The	Intergovernmental	Affairs	Title	and	Rights	Office	was	tasked	with	undertaking	
and	coordinating	a	socio-economic	study	with	 regards	 to	BC	Hydro’s	proposed	
WTKP that is intended to strengthen the transmission network delivering electricity 
from the Nicola Substation to West Kelowna and Peachland. Intergovernmental 
Affairs hosted a series of small group discussions in December 2017 to help 
identify  socio-economic priorities of Members and to evaluate how the proposed 
WKTP may affect their well-being and quality of life.

Universal Water Metering
WFN’s	water	metering	program	is	intended	to	become	very	active	again	with	public	
consultation and installation of new meters to be completed near the end of 2018. 
As	part	of	managing	WFN’s	water	resources,	WFN	is	moving	toward	a	user	pay	
system for water.
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Okanagan Basin Water Board
Flood mapping for the Okanagan Bain lands will use Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) radar technology, 
which	 is	 a	 form	of	 aerial	 imaging.	 LiDAR	creates	digital	 3D	maps	of	 the	 landscapes	 to	help	with	 flood	
mapping	and	flood	response	planning	and	disaster	mitigation.	 It	 is	combined	with	geo-referenced	aerial	
photos	to	accurately	map	the	landscape.	It	will	show	where	water	is	likely	to	flow	and	will	include	modeling	
of how much water can be expected to help determine vulnerable locations. WFN will have access to the 
data	provided	by	OBWB’s	program	which	will	provide	updated	and	accurate	floodplain	mapping	 for	 the	
entire	Valley.	This	information	will	allow	WFN	to	prepare	and	plan	for	future	flood	events.	

InstarAGF Management Inc. 
and Zero Emission Energy Development Inc. 
WFN partnered with InstarAGF Management Inc. and Zero Emission Energy Development Inc. to complete 
the	construction	of	two	15	MegaWatt	wind	power	projects	both	located	within	WFN’s	Area	of	Responsibility.	
WFN	entered	into	an	Impact	Benefit	Agreement	on	both	projects	and	a	$5,000 payment was provided to 
run	a	tutoring	program	for	WFN	children	and	high	school	students.	WFN	receives	annual	benefit	payments	
based on the amount of energy produced, and annual funds to support and promote the advancement of 
education for Members.

Butt and Carrington Road Intersection Improvements
WFN	has	been	working	with	MOTI	to	design	and	implement	a	solution	to	the	traffic	safety	issues	at	the	
intersection. The design for this project is nearing completion and is expected to go to construction in the 
Fall of 2018.

Water Treatment Studies and Future System Improvements
In	a	continued	effort	to	improve	WFN’s	water	quality	and	utility	resiliency,	WFN	is	working	with	a	consultant	
to	 study	WFN’s	water	 treatment	 systems	 and	 identify	 the	 best	 community	 solutions	 for	 possible	 future	
system improvements. The study is expected to be completed in late 2018 or early 2019.
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Floods and Fires
Heavy	rains	fell	on	the	Okanagan	Valley,	May	4,	2017,	causing	flooding	on	WFN	
lands starting May 5. One area along the IR10 foreshore was put on evacuation 
alert during this time. WFN also had water quality and boil water advisories in effect 
for	periods	of	the	2017	summer.	WFN	is	part	of	Central	Okanagan’s	Emergency	
Operations Centre (EOC), where resources are used to prevent, mitigate and 
manage disasters. The regional EOC was open for more than a 100 days during 
2017 and the WFN team had active participation for the full duration of that time 
and then again during the Philpot Road Fire in September. 
In 2018, May 4 to 17, WFN had eight properties on evacuation alert at the 
Westgate	Village	Mobile	Park	on	Old	Boucherie	Rd	due	to	risk	of	flooding.	WFN	
also	activated	a	State	of	Local	Emergency	due	to	flooding	concerns	from	May	18	
to June 7, 2018. IR9 experienced a water quality advisory for much of the 2018 
summer. The key to success of these regional emergency responses is always  
the sharing of knowledge and resources.

Sidewalk Master Plan 
To	support	WFN’s	efforts	to	increase	active	and	alternative	modes	of	transportation,	
WFN completed a 20 year sidewalk master plan which has been incorporated 
into	WFN’s	Transportation	Master	Plan.
As	a	continued	effort	to	improve	WFN’s	pedestrian	and	cycling	connectivity,	
Development Services staff will be completing the design of the sidewalk from 
Elk to Boucherie Road (approximately 900 metres in length). Improvements 
will also include the installation of a new bike lane, sidewalk, and street 
lighting, with construction anticipated to be completed in early 2019. Nine 
hundred metres of new sidewalk, bike lanes and streetlights will also be 
added along Old Okanagan Highway and Shannon Lake. 

Approximately 200 trees, shrubs 
and berry bushes were planted on 
IR10 along Sneena Road as part 
of the sixth and seventh annual 
TD Tree Day Program. BC Hydro 
has also supported WFN and last 
year 500 trees were planted at 
various locations of IR9 with the 
largest concentration located at the 

park located on the corner of 
Shannon Lake Road 
and Old Okanagan 
Highway.

TD Tree Day 
and BC Hydro 

Supported Projects
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Emergency Planning
WFN	Law	Enforcement	Officer	 (LEO)	Dan	Heaton	has	developed	a	number	of	
emergency plans for the community, WFN facilities and staff. Dan and the entire 
Law	Enforcement	team	were	kept	extremely	busy	during	the	flood	seasons	and	
were well prepared and trained to deal with emergency situations. They assisted 
a	number	of	Elders	with	flood	mitigation	and	evacuation	planning.	All	of	the	LEO’s	
worked long hours with other departments and outside agencies to protect lands 
and community.  

sncəwips Forms Strong Partnerships
Sncəwips	Heritage	Musuem	has	begun	to	experience	the	benefits	of	establishing	
strong partnerships with various organizations and institutions including Kelowna 
Museums, School District 23, RDCO, UBCO, Fortis BC, as well as SWAC and 
Culture	Days.	All	staff	have	started	to	take	on	roles	related	to	their	specific	fields	of	
expertise	to	ensure	Sncəwips	and	WFN	continue	to	have	a	presence	throughout	
WFN’s	traditional	territory.	This	has	resulted	in	Sncəwips	contributing	art,	design	
and exhibit didactics within the Kelowna Museum, which encourages those who 
are	seeking	more	information	to	visit	Sncəwips.	This	partnership	has	also	resulted	
in	solidifying	WFN’s	representation	throughout	various	spaces	such	as	the	newly	
opened Kelowna Tourism Visitors Centre. 

sncəwips Training Workshops
Sncəwips	staff	provide	training	workshops	to	create	more	respectful	and	inclusive	
workplaces for students, staff and clientele in various organizations and institutions. 
This includes providing sensitivity training workshops for the UBCO teaching 
candidates as well as the provincial Regional District Parks annual meeting. WFN 
is now recognized throughout the province as leaders in this initiative and other 
First	 Nation	 communities	 are	 actively	 seeking	WFN’s	 input	 and	 suggestions	 to	
have this type of work created and implemented within their areas.

sənsisyustən House of Learning Renovation
WFN has completed the preliminary design of the school project and funding was 
secured	 to	move	 forward	with	 the	 sənsisyustən	 renovation	 during	 the	 2018/19	
construction season. The project will cost over $8.8 million with the majority of the 
funds coming from Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada. Members voted on 
March 15, 2018, to approve WFN spending roughly $1.5 million on the project. In 
an effort to improve its sustainability, solar panels will be installed on this building 
along with the multipurpose room and gym.



sncəwips Visitor 
Numbers

The number of visitors to sncəwips 
Heritage Museum continues to 
increase. This past year, sncəwips 
welcomed and engaged with nearly 
6,000 people through museum tours, 
educational training and workshop 
sessions as well as presentations. 
Students continue to be the 
strongest visitor demographic, with 
sncəwips welcoming over 50 private 
tours in 2017/18, with the majority 
coming from School District 23 
classes. 
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Falcon Lane Allotment Homes
As	part	of	WFN’s	ongoing	housing	plan,	Property	Management	was	able	 to	secure	 funding	 for	six	new	
homes (Phase 10) and the $1.5 million dollar project was competed in the Fall of 2017. Falcon Lane Phase 11 
Allotment Homes will be moving forward into construction in late summer of 2018 with occupancy expected 
in early 2019. WFN continues to plan for the future housing needs of the community and completed a 
number of designs in 2017/2018 to aid in securing funds for future housing.

Rental Property Upgrades 
Property	Management	continues	to	invest	in	WFN’s	existing	rental	assets	on	an	annual	basis	upgrading	the	
existing duplexes and spending approximately $300,000 annually. If funding can be secured, plans are in 
place to start construction of a triplex at the end of Fox Road and possibly four of the proposed townhomes 
at the end of Falcon Lane. 

Community Core Multi Purpose Park 
The grand opening for the Community Core multi use park took place August 17, 2018. The park boasts a 
multi use sports court with a board and fenced perimeter, built in basketball and hockey nets, and player 
box seats. The park also includes a pump track which is a continuous loop of smooth rollers that you can 
ride with bikes, skateboards, scooters or rollerblades. The pump track was designed and built by Velo 
Solutions, who are a global leader in pump track and trail building industry. Also included is a skate bowl, 
designed and built by Newline Skate Parks. The project was completed on time and on budget. 

Westbank Child Development Centre (WCDC) Renovations
WCDC is in the process of a second round of renovations. WCDC was successful in its grant application 
to Health Canada and received $99,000	in	funds	this	past	fiscal	year	to	renovate	and	improve	the	centre.	In	
the upcoming year, WFN hopes to tackle improving the HVAC system, and upgrading safety features such 
as	magnetic	automatic	door	closures,	replacing	missing	and	broken	drop	ceilings,	improving	efficiency	and	
organization	of	the	mechanical	and	laundry	rooms,	and	fixing	drainage	issues	to	prevent	future	flooding.

12



13

Child Care Fee Reduction
WCDC has opted in to the new government initiative on Child Care Fee Reduction. As of September 2018, 
centres who opt-in will receive an increase in their Child Care Operating Funding rate by agreeing to lower 
parent	fees.	This	is	the	first	phase	in	the	Provincial	Government’s	attempt	to	provide	a	$10/day Daycare 
system:
• $350/month/space for group infant and toddler care
• $100/month/space for group 3-5 year care

Once complete,  WCDC will charge less per child, and parents will pay less. The centre itself  will continue 
to receive the same amount per child because the government funds the difference.

Income Tax Service
WFN, in partnership with Canada Revenue Agency, is now providing income tax service to all income 
assistance clients including clients without homes. This service will allow clients to access GST returns 
and	child	tax	benefits	if	applicable.	Eligible	individuals	can	also	apply	for	the	disability	tax	credit	which	is	
retroactive for a period of ten years. In 2017, forty tax returns were completed for individuals and/or families 
and six were completed for 2016.

Sexual Health Clinics 
The	Health	Department	 is	providing	confidential,	 nonjudgmental	 sexual	and	 reproductive	health	 clinics,	
and	services,	for	everyone	in	the	community.	This	includes	Well	Woman’s	Clinic,	Men’s	Health	Clinic,	birth	
control options, STI testing and treatment, PAP screening and pregnancy testing.

First Annual WFN Youth Day 
WFN celebrated the First Annual WFN Youth day, January 27, 2018 by hosting a Nation Youth Gathering 
sleepover at the Youth Centre and Warriors night with youth from within the Nation. 
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Oliver Jackson 
Collection

Sncəwips has now completed 
the transfer of the entire Oliver 
Jackson Collection from the 
Kelowna Museums in order to 
reclaim Okanagan heritage and 
avoid it being misrepresented. 
This collection nearly doubles 
the museum’s entire collection 
and work continues to ensure all 
pieces are accessioned, stored 
and displayed. 

Outreach Worker
WFN now has an Outreach 
Worker providing outreach to the 
community 24 hours/week. This 
service brings harm reduction 
supplies out to the community 
where needed with the aim to 
keep people safe and minimize 
death, disease and injury from 
substance abuse. Naloxone training 
and distribution is provided, along 
with safe drug awareness signs 
and tips to prevent overdose.
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Economic Development Commission (EDC) 
WFN’s	EDC	continues	to	work	hard	to	represent	the	business	community	by	attending	meetings,	networking	
and hosting events, distributing information and referrals, and making presentations. The EDC consists of 
Nelson Derickson (Chair), James Carmichael (Vice-Chair), Lenora Posella (Elder), Brianna Wilson (Youth), 
Sharon Peterson (CEO YMCA Okanagan), Lori Ann Swite (Member) and Steve Fosbery (Member).

2017 Development Increase
2017 was one of the four busiest years ever for WFN in terms of building permit approvals, with the 
highest number of building approvals occurring in 2007. 2017 saw 169 building permits processed 
with a total construction value of $45 million representing a 23% increase in the number of building 
permits approved, and a 96% increase in total construction value, compared to 2016. The total 
construction value included $38 million of residential construction, $6 million commercial, and 
$1 million of institutional construction. 

2018 was a Financially Stable Year Similar to 2017
2018	 continued	 the	 trend	 of	 strong	 financial	 results	 achieved	 in	 2017.	 Consolidated	
revenues increased by $1.0 million (+2.8%) to $38.2 million in 2018, largely due to growth 
in property taxes and funding from the Department of Indigenous Services Canada. The 
hardworking WFN Finance Department collected over $14 million in Property Tax revenues 
from 4,310 property owners in 2018.
As revenues grew, so did the related operating expenses by $2.3M (7.0%), leading to a 
bottom line surplus of $3.8 million in 2018 compared to $5.0 million in 2017. Increased spending 
in 2018 included the following notable programs: Local Government Services, Education and 
Social Development. Of note, 2017 expenses also included a one-time recovery from one of the 
LOWC	principals	in	response	to	WFN’s	legal	action,	which	decreased	expenses	by	$300 thousand 
for that year.
Pine Acres Home incurred a loss of $209 thousand in 2018 largely due to decreased occupancy 
stemming	from	the	loss	of	use	of	beds	following	the	flooding	in	2017.	WFN’s	corporations	contributed	
net income of $8.7 thousand while WFN partnerships contributed a further $631	thousand	profit	to	the	
consolidated results.
In 2018, WFN operated well within its operating budget of $35.9 million. Total spending on 
operational costs amounted to $34.4 million, which was $1.5 million less than what the budget 
allowed.	As	is	typical,	the	largest	single	line	item	in	the	WFN	budget	is	for	“Wages	and	Benefits”.	
$16.0 million was budgeted for remuneration expenses and $15.6 million was actually spent.
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Net Financial Assets
Net	Financial	Assets	is	a	key	indicator	of	the	financial	health	of	a	government.	It	is	the	net	of	total	financial	
assets	less	total	financial	liabilities,	including	the	current	value	of	long-term	debt.	Many	governments	have	
amassed	more	debt	than	financial	assets	thereby	creating	a	net	financial	liability.	WFN,	with	its	continuous	
run	of	surpluses	over	 the	years,	and	 low	amount	of	borrowing,	 remains	an	exception,	with	net	financial	
assets of $36.4	million.	This	represents	a	healthy	annual	increase	in	net	financial	assets	of	$2.7 million, or 
7.9%, over the prior year.

Tangible Capital Assets
Net (Tangible) Capital Assets include all the physical assets and 
infrastructure within the WFN community. This includes buildings, 
housing, roads, sidewalks, water and sewer infrastructure, 
equipment, and vehicles, net of accumulated depreciation. Net 
Capital Assets increased by over $700 thousand in 2018 ($3.2 
million of new assets were added, offset by $2.5 million of 
depreciation). Notable capital asset items completed in 2018 
include Shannon Lake Road sidewalk, Falcon Lane housing 
and the design of the Sensisyusten School expansion. 
The community core multi-use park, the School 
expansion construction and further Falcon Lane 
housing	will	be	 the	significant	drivers	of	 further	
capital spending in the remainder of 2018 and 
beyond as WFN continues on its trajectory 
of growth.

Accumulated Surplus
Accumulated Surplus is the 
combination of Financial Assets 
and Capital Assets along with 
miscellaneous	 assets.	 WFN’s	
accumulated surplus increased 
3.5% to $111.3 million in 2018.
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

March 31 2018 2017 

Financial Assets  
Cash $ 18,500,152 $ 13,787,003
Investments 31,813,760 31,950,702
Restricted cash    751,564 611,776
Accounts receivable 5,626,891     5,690,180
Funds held in trust            36,691        36,691 
Deposit - 75,000   
Due from related parties 959,611  1,058,311
Investment in business enterprises               777,944 871,008
Investment in limited partnerships      8,410,032 7,626,463
 
 66,876,645     61,707,134

Financial Liabilities  
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  4,312,894 4,541,245
Trust funds payable 36,691 36,691 
Deferred revenue    2,388,337 699,747
Deferred development cost charges       11,624,926      9,856,967
Long term debt    12,087,448 12,813,736
        
 30,450,296 27,948,386

Net Financial Assets 36,426,349 33,758,748

Non - Financial Assets  
Tangible capital assets   72,545,416 71,818,373
Land inventory 1,967,803  1,942,402
Inventory 28,251 18,486 
Prepaid expenses 385,072     39,067
        
 74,926,542 73,818,328

Accumulated Surplus   $  111,352,891 107,577,076

2018 saw a 5.2% increase in 
property taxation revenues from 
2017 (2018 revenues equalled 
$14.5 M)

Combined with 450 businesses, 
assessed taxable property on 
WFN lands totals $1.8 billion, 
ranking WFN approximately 
58th among the 162 registered 
municipalities in BC.

This year saw an average 
residential property tax increase 
of 2.8%, or $51 increase, over 
last year’s property tax bill 
compared with the City of West 
Kelowna at 2.18%, Kelowna 
at 2.99%, and Lake Country 
at 3.5%. Tax-paid for services 
include fire, law, transit, 
parks, community centres, 
recreation programming, capital 
projects, community planning, 
engineering, public works, and 
general government services.

The BC Speculation Tax does not 
apply on WFN lands, nor does 
the Provincial Property Transfer 
Tax (PTT), which are both 
benefits to buying or selling on 
WFN lands. 

Tax Paid for 
Services
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Activities     
            Budget            Actual                   Actual
For the year ended March 31  2018 2018                    2017 
Revenue  

Department of Indigenous Services Canada $   8,930,547               9,528,751  9,022,923
Ottawa Trust Funds 2,000  1,990       1,969
BC Ministry of Education 217,500    272,864           331,387
BC Ministry of Health 2,684,792    2,943,667 2,934,099
CMHC subsidy and additional financial contribution           226,136  237,771    232,375
Commercial rent 462,740   384,201    437,400
Daycare centre and education services  325,291 296,850    290,153
First Nation sales tax 2,537,578 2,523,007 2,497,369
Interest and penalties 304,500 619,025    548,021
Land registration fees 255,000   184,255    186,125
Ministry of Transportation       150,000   242,120 557,842 
Miscellaneous 1,904,982 3,099,111 2,695,032
Operations, maintenance, parks and public works           708,000   589,800 258,603
Other government grants 856,087 1,144,704    1,194,850
Property taxation, net of homeowners grants 12,262,357 12,331,905 11,733,358
Residents - long term care facility maintenance           381,232   473,771    623,005
Social housing rent 386,563   378,175    372,138
Trading Post sales 766,700 570,314
Water, sewer, development charges and permits        1,560,750 1,714,399 1,648,408 
Contributed assets    3,500 303,478 
Income from business enterprises    8,724 681,138
Income from limited partnerships  631,413     589,526
     
                    34,922,755 38,180,287 37,139,199



Consolidated Statement of Financial Activities     
             Budget            Actual                   Actual
For the year ended March 31 2018 2018                    2017 
Expenses     

Administration 6,786,623 5,939,167 6,059,164
Education  2,994,249 3,085,541 2,786,667
Government services 2,399,871 2,552,413 2,449,152
Lands registry 332,311   278,385 275,177
Local government services        10,410,931 9,440,399 8,805,093
Long term care facility program        4,029,010 4,545,553 4,495,631
Membership services 1,013,449   1,039,185    914,875
Non-profit housing program         186,456   150,913    199,555
Sensisyusten school society  1,035,119  993,568    954,885
Social development 5,240,876 2,878,016 2,719,565
The Trading Post 746,683 569,386
WFN Taxation program 244,635   430,624   425,320
Treaty negotiations fund  2,974       3,096
Loss (recovery) on Sneena Road Overlook Land   (300,000)
Amortization  437,822 2,498,348 2,357,996   

 35,858,035 34,404,472         32,146,176

Annual surplus (935,280) 3,775,815 4,993,023

Accumulated surplus, beginning of year, as reported      107,577,076 107,577,076 102,584,053

Accumulated surplus, end of year $   106,641,796 111,352,891 107,577,076

The full Financial Statement and Schedule of Remuneration and Expenses are available to Members on the WFN website at wfn.ca.
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