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Public Education and Understanding

• Introduction: Denise Clough, Diane Roy, Facilitators

• Goal: To provide Chief  and Council with strategies to deal 
with homelessness

• Topic Presentation overview

• Group session (approximately 30 minutes)

• Group response presentation

• Debrief  and closure



Guidelines for Respectful Engagement

• Respect the views of  others

• Refrain from negatively characterizing individuals

• Listen attentively to everyone in your group

• In group discussion, record all points of  view even if  you disagree with the 
concept

• Turn cell phones to silent



Perceptions vs Reality when it comes to 
homelessness

• Homelessness is a choice

• People who are homeless are lazy and don’t want to work

• People experiencing homelessness struggle with substance use, mental illness 
or both

• It is too expensive to build supportive housing for people experiencing 
homelessness

• Families of  youth who are homeless should start taking care of  their kids



Common causes of  homelessness

• Domestic violence for women

• Lack of  affordable housing or lack of  
rental units

• Unemployment

• Poverty

• Low wages, insufficient income to pay 
rent and living costs

• Poor physical or mental health

• Physical disabilities

• Addiction and substance abuse

• Family and relationship breakdown

• Absence of  support when coming out 
of  care, penal institution, treatment

• Overcrowded living conditions



The 2018 PiT Count provided the opportunity to gain further insight 
into the causes of  housing loss for those experiencing homelessness on 
the Westside. Survey respondents had the opportunity to answer with 

multiple responses if  it was applicable to their situation, and the 
percentages are reflected of  all the survey responses (Figure 15). 
The top five responses as to why the survey respondent lost their 

housing most recently were:

 Addiction or substance use 
 Unable to pay rent/mortgage 

 Conflict with spouse 
 Job loss 

 Illness or medical condition 

Closer to Home…..



Living conditions on the Westside

• This graph illustrates the living 
accommodations of  respondents on the 
Westside. The largest group is unsheltered 
at 45% of  the respondents, while 18% of  
respondents are staying at someone else’s 
place. Other common answers were a 
shelter or hotel, jail or hospital or one’s 
own apartment, house or trailer. 5% of  
respondents indicated that they did not 
know where they would be staying that 
night. 



Barriers and Challenges of  being 
homelessness

Barriers
• Stigma, judgements, labels and isolation
• Low income or reserves to find affordable 

accommodation that requires damage 
deposits and stiff  competition

• Victim of  violence, disabilities, mental 
health and addiction

• Transportation, no ID, lack of  education,  
isolation, racism

Challenges
• Food and Shelter Insecurities: lack of  

housing stock, and options

• Accessing Social Assistance without ID or 
permanent housing

• Prime targets of  antisocial elements

• Health care insecurities: lack of  proper 
medical, dental assistance and medications



Key Question

• How do you define homelessness?

• Is homelessness a “hidden” issue for WFN with the homeless person 
invisible?

• What is the relationship between health, housing, education and 
homelessness

• Why does homelessness generate so much debate and confusion?
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