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This guide was developed
as a support for those
writing about, describing
or organizing events
in partnership with
Westbank First Nation
and its Membership.

ABOUT
WESTBANK FIRST NATION
Westbank First Nation (WFN) is one
of eight communities that make up the
Okanagan Nation. The syilx, pronounced
“see-yeel-x”, people speak the nsyilxcən
language and have inhabited the valley for
thousands of years.
On April 1, 2005, Bill C-11 was approved,
transferring governance from the Indian Act
to Westbank First Nation through WFN’S
Self Governing Agreement. Differing from
a treaty, WFN has the legal capacity to
govern its land and resources.

LANGUAGE
ETIQUETTE

‘Westbank First Nation’ is correct
terminology, and ‘Westbank First Nations’ is
incorrect.
When looking to minimize characters, utilize
the acronym ‘WFN’.
When referring to Westbank First Nation,
there is no need to add the prefix “the” in
front. Westbank First Nation is a proper
noun and stands alone.
Example: Westbank First Nation is a Self
Governing Nation (not, “The” Westbank
First Nation...).

When referring to WFN’s Membership,
the term ‘Indigenous’ is preferred over
‘Aboriginal’. The shift to ‘Indigenous’
has been recognized by the Federal
Government.
WFN is a Self Governing Nation not a
“band” (typically used to describe nonself-governing Nations) nor a “tribe” (more
typically used to describe Indigenous
communities in the United States).

When wishing to reference both
the City of West Kelowna and Westbank
First Nation as one, it is appropriate to
use the term ‘Westside’, which is used by
both governments when describing joint
projects.
When referencing land on the Westside, it is
either Westbank First Nation land or West
Kelowna land. Each government has its own
borders and jurisdictions.

CULTURAL
ETIQUETTE
FOR EVENTS

•

Always seek permission
prior to taking pictures.

•

It is good practice to
provide Elders, dancers
and drummers with an
honorarium.

All lands of the syilx nation are unceded
and it is appropriate to acknowledge,
consult with, and accommodate Indigenous
people and the traditional history of lands.
An acknowledgment may be given by the
event emcee and should take place at the
beginning of the event prior to inviting an
Elder to give a blessing.
Example: “Before we begin, I’d like to
acknowledge that we are gathered here today
on the traditional and unceded territory of the
Okanagan syilx people. We recognize, honour
and respect the presence of Indigenous people,
past, present and future.”

Elders are and have always been knowledge
keepers. They are responsible for sharing
knowledge and providing guidance with
respect to the natural word. It is traditional
protocol to invite an Elder to give an
opening prayer and blessing to show
respect to senior community members and
the land.
Dancing and drumming is one expression
of Indigenous history, spirituality and
culture. Although enjoyable, it should not
be requested solely for entertainment as it
represents a celebration of connection.
Dancers wear regalia that is specific to
themselves. Regalia is traditional, often
sacred, and should not be confused with a
‘costume’.
Drumming and singing portrays cultural
knowledge and storytelling, and
acknowledges spiritual significance.

TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

WFN is one of eight Member Communities
who inhabit the Traditional Territory of the
syilx/Okangan people including also the
Okanagan Indian Band, Upper Nicola Band,
Penticton Indian Band, Osoyoos Indian Band,
Lower and Upper Similkameen Indian Bands,
and the Colville Confederated Tribes.
The territory extends over 69,000 km from
the south central interior of BC to north
central Washington state.
WFN is committed to caring for these lands
through sustainable development and
protection protocols. Aboriginal title and
rights has long been multi-pronged and
includes negotiation, litigation and direct
action/assertion of title and rights. WFN
continues to implement this strategy as a
self-governing community and as part of the
broader Okanagan Nation Alliance.

WFN RESERVE LAND
WFN is comprised of five reserve land
parcels. Two on the Westside of Okanagan
Lake (Tsinstikeptum 9 & Tsinstikeptum 10)
and three on the Kelowna side (Medicine
Creek Indian Reserve no. 8, Medicine Hill
Indian Reserve no. 11 and Medicine Creek
Indian Reserve no. 12).
The land base for Westbank First Nation
totals 5,340 acres.
WFN has a comprehensive set of
community laws that cover the
development of the reserve lands.

WESTBANK QUICK FACTS
There are approximately 855 band Members
with 60% living on reserve and 40% living
off reserve.
There are approximately 10,000
Non-Members living on WFN lands.
There are 4,496 residential homes and 480
businesses on WFN lands of which the vast
majority are through leasehold agreements
with individual Members, in which case
WFN is an approval body only (similar to
non Indigenous governments).
WFN has 150,000 ac. of community forest.
WFN is a limited partner in two shopping
centers: Okanagan Lake Shopping Centre
and Snyatan Shopping Centre.
WFN Government employs 195 people
(113 status and 82 non-status).
There are over 3,600 people employed at
various businesses throughout WFN lands.

Media is invited to contact the
Communications Department if they
would like confirmation on appropriate
terminology or to request an interview
or statement.
301 - 515 Highway 97 South
Kelowna, BC V1Z 3J2
T 250.769.4999
F 250.769.2443
E mail@wfn.ca
www.wfn.ca
Connect with us on:

