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Mission
We believe in the power of our own voice 
to inspire, educate and transform. We are 
dedicated to collecting, preserving, restoring 
and interpreting art and artefact collections 
that reflect the heritage and natural history of 
the syilx/Okanagan People. 

Vision
We will benefit our people and the broader 
public through research, exhibitions and public 
programming and will strive to make our artefact 
collections accessible to our members and 
regional, national and international audiences. 
We will collaborate with other educational 
bodies and organizations with similar interests, 
while operating our own space suitable to our 
mission.
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Exhibitions
Permanent exhibitions situated within the 
community provide access to local artefacts,  
while exhibitions in spaces outside of our 
community share our history, current state 
of affairs, and future possibilities. Off-site 
exhibitions increase the recognition and 
respect of our image and worldview. Working 
collaboratively with outside organizations 
improves the public’s understanding of our 
heritage. Our partnerships and exhibitions 
emphasize that our culture and heritage is 
alive. We are still connected to the land from 
which we came, and we will be written about 
in present tense, not past tense, because we 
are here and are a living reproduction of the 
knowledge and resiliency of our ancestors.

Off-Site Exhibitions
Westbank First Nation Lindley Building 
Two-dimensional works, historical artefacts, 
and contemporary art.

Kelowna International Airport
Historical and contemporary art and 
artefacts.

Book a Tour or Drop In
Drop in Entry
• By donation.
Guided Museum Tour 

• Introduction to the syilx language, living culture and contemporary 
practices, as well as the development of Westbank First Nation as part of the 
Okanagan (syilx) Nation and Territory

• May include a description of pictographs, traditional stories, repercussions of 
the Indian Act, pre- and post-contact seasonal activities, urbanization of our 
communities, and goals to revitalize syilx culture and language

• Cost: $300 per group (max. 50 people).

Community Core Walking Tour 
May include:

• A visit to our Indigenous Holding Garden and qʷciʔ (pit house)
• The sharing of stories and songs, as well as other aspects that help keep our 

culture and history alive today
• A visit to our Community Services building, recreation facilities, public art, 

Sənsisyustən House of Learning, Pine Stadium, and Pine Acres Home
• Cost: $400 per group (max. 50 people).

Museum & Community Core Combination Tour 
• You provide your own transportation to the Community Core

• Cost: $650 per group (max. 50 people).

All tours must be booked in advance. 

About the sncəwips Heritage Museum
The Sncəwips Heritage Museum ensures there is a protected place 
for sqilxʷ culture and heritage, engages the public, and represents 
sqilxʷ people from a sqilxʷ perspective. 

Westbank First Nation has ensured that there are laws, policies 
and procedures in place to manage and maintain a Heritage 

Museum, ensuring that our heritage, and that of the greater 
Okanagan Nation, can be preserved for 
future generations.
Following best museum practices, our 
trained professionals collect, preserve, 
restore and interpret archival, art and 
artefact collections. As a professional 
heritage organization we are also 
committed to repatriating syilx artefacts 
held by other museums.  


