
Xatus news:

way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t 

After a bit of a delay, we were back up and rolling with the new 
and old protocols.  Much like many at New Year, we resolved to 
do our best, work hard, and keep safe while together.  The kids, 
strong like they are, adapted well and got on with it without 
complaint.  For us, the obstacle was the way to allow us to move 
forward and learn more about ourselves.

Classes are working hard to continue learning as we close on 100 
Days.  It’s hard to believe we are over halfway through the school 
year.

Our Tower Gardens continue to grow and provide salad to the 
kids a couple of times per week.  Fresh greens have proven 
popular even with a number of kids that claim they don’t like 
vegetables.  

We continue to send the kids out to do things, safely, with a lot of 
skiing and skating taking place this month.  The kids have been 
doing very well and many are increasing their skills each year.

Look for many more great things to come in the warmer months.

In the meantime, keep the captíkʷɬ going with your kids in the 
evenings.  Do some reading together, do some writing together, 
do some mathematics together.  Whatever you choose to do, do 
it together.

Inside this issue

Kindergarten & One           2 

Grade One & Two           3

Grade Two & Three              4

Grade Three & Four             5

Grade Five           6

Language and Culture          7

Photo / Notices                     8

Things to come:

● 1st - Telemark Gr 1/2 
● 3rd &4th Parent Teacher 

Interviews 12:00 
dismissal

● 7th Gr 3/4 & 5 Skating
● 8th Gr 2/3 Telemark
● 10th Gr K/1 Telemark
● 15th Gr 3/4 Telemark
● 17th Gr 5 Telemark
● 18th ProD Day - No 

School
● 21st Family Day - No 

School
● 24th Gr 1/2 Telemark

·  

 

sknírʼmn (moon of the buttercup) February

Keep up to date with events, look at our live calendar here: 

https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of

-learning.htm    Follow us on Twitter:  

http://twitter.com/sensisyusten 
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Happy New Year!
Spaqtan (the Okanagan word for January), the moon of everything white, which is appropriate given all of our recent 
snow. As you can see the Kindergarten/Grade 1 has had many adventures in the snow including snow hut 
construction, snowshoeing and cross country skiing. Each of these activities have allowed our class to explore winter 
in many wonderful ways and support some of our learning goals.
In Language Arts your child is starting to read basic sight words, simple passages and books by themselves 
(awesome!).  If you wish to help practice the sight words at home I will be sending along a list of the words as well as 
a book with short passages to support those words at the end of the month to read at night instead of home reading 
for the month of February. I am also looking forward to connecting with you either through zoom or on a phone call 
for Parent Interviews February 3rd 12:30 - 5:00 and February 4th 12:30 - 3:00 on your child’s progress. Please book 
a time with the office or myself.
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way̓! I am feeling very grateful to be back in class with the children again. It is a gift to be able to gather together, and to learn with 
each other each day. We have been enjoying our Social Studies unit looking at where we are and where we come from, our 
connection to the land, and to each other as a community. We are looking at how we relate to one another, our environment, and our 
planet. We are learning from our shared history in order to bring change that makes us all stronger together. We are learning about 
the value of community and the power of acting together by focusing on snaqsilxw (sharing one skin), the sense that all beings are 
interconnected encompassing self, other, community and the land. We are also working on our math skills, focusing on adding and 
subtracting to 20, looking at measurement, and will soon be creating and analyzing bar and picture graphs. We have been working 
hard on our writing by going out and connecting with the land during our adventure walks, and using our five senses to describe our 
findings. We are all becoming amazing readers, making progress each and every day. I am keeping my fingers crossed that we get to 
keep spending this time together in our wonderful school for the remainder of the year. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any 
questions or concerns. way̓ limləmt! ~Koreen Roshinsky (koreen.roshinsky@sensisyusten.ca)
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Way’, we have been enjoying all the snow outside! The first day back we estimated the depth of the snow on 
the playground and found out it was 39 cm deep! As we reviewed states of matter, we collected a cup of 
fluffy snow and then predicted how much water would be in the cup after the snow melted.  I’ll let you ask 
your child what the results were. As well, we had our first cross country ski day! Such positive attitudes while 
they tried going up and down the hills. Although some said their legs were tired afterwards, they said it was 
fun. In writing students have been creating their own stories. We are using animal characters and trying to 
add dialogue to make it more interesting. For Art we are making sock puppets. These will be used to create a 
short play for the kindergarten class to teach them about Stranger Danger. We have been learning how to 
identify a stranger and what to do if a stranger approaches you. I would encourage you to discuss who the 
trusted adults may be in your circle and who can give permission to go somewhere. Some families use “code 
words” as part of their safety plan when another adult is picking up their child. Any conversations you can 
have about stranger safety and your advice you can share about your child paying attention to his or her 
feelings while they are around certain people can help. 
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We have been up to all sorts of fun things this month - skating, skiing, 

cooking, building fractions, learning about Maori indigenous culture, playing 
vocabulary building games, presenting Reader’s Theatre, and experimenting with 
matter. We’ve also signed up for a strawberry plant project. Soon each student will 
have their own plant to take care of and study in the classroom.

Your student has probably told you about the cooking we’ve been doing in 
class, but if not, I have plenty of photos to share! We have been practicing neat 
printing by copying out our recipes which will be put together in a handmade recipe 
book for each student to take home. As we cook, we have also been learning about 
fractions, measuring, chemical changes, and verbs, adverbs, and adjectives. So far 
we have made shaved ice and blueberry muffins. We have one final recipe to create 
before students will finish their cookbooks to take home. For the final recipe, we 
will research the origin of pizza, write an informational paragraph, and explore the 
science of yeast, before we try our hand at making pizza dough from scratch. Yum!
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Wáy to our sənsisyustən families! This new year of 2022 has been off to a fun start in the Grade 5 
Classroom. Here are some highlights from our month:

P.E.: A very important subject in our classroom, we have been having fun trying out some new games, 
and variations on old games. A new class favourite seems to be our “Fantasy Dodgeball”, where students 
have different roles to support their teams.

Art: We have spent our month creating our “Selfie Projects”, which was intended to have our students 
think about their own identities, as well as have some fun with digital photo manipulation software. Take a 
look at some of the amazing creations they came up with!

Social Studies: We have been discussing how different groups in Canada have been treated over its 
history, and the impact those choices have had. On the 27th, our class had the opportunity to visit the 
Witness Blanket display at the Kelowna Art Gallery. The students did a wonderful job of showing respect 
and engaging with the art in a meaningful way. A big limlmt to the group: they showed a lot of maturity, 
asked some really good questions, and gave some very insightful responses.

Math: We have been learning about fractions and what they represent. Now, we 
are shifting into our unit on probability. Watch out! These Grade 5s will be a formid
-able force in card games in no time.
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spaqtán (moon of everything white) January 

way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t !  Hello Good day!  pql̓qin (Mr. McRae) and pk̓am (Mr. Schmauder) look 
forward to winter all year long, because now is the time of telling our captíkʷɬ (creation stories).  
This month of spaqtán we have told many stories and sometimes it was hard to tell who was 

having more fun, the students… or the teachers!  Our captíkʷɬ will continue until the first sknirmn 

(buttercups) appear and then it will be time to get out on the land as sqipc (spring) arrives. Good 

times all around.

In between all the excitement, we’ve also been working away on some winter clothing words.  

Here are a few to try out at home:

ləkapú: jacket       qʷacqn: toque/hat spəkpikst: gloves/mittens

sqəqatəlqs: sweater       lʕant: put on k̓ʷƛ̓ant: take off

way̓ limləmt

pql̓qin – Mr. McRae – L&C Teacher

pk̓am - Mr. Schmauder – L&C Teacher
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