
Xatus news:
way’

Here we are entering our final month of school for this year.  
It’s been another unusual year but the kids and the staff have 
done a wonderful job getting us through it all.  I am so 
pleased to say that we have resumed out parent / caregiver 
breakfast again and our turnouts have been huge.  It’s so 
good to see everyone enjoying the breakfast together.  The 
kids have taken over the presentation so we get a chance to 
see the leaders they are becoming.
As we finish off this school year, we have so much more to do.  
Trips on the land, traditional games with our parents / 
caregivers, time at the beach, and letting our Grade 5 
students move on to the next chapter of their lives.  The siya 
is fast approaching as well and the school will have the 
outside art walk ready during this.  
As you plan your activities for summer, remember that the 
best thing you can spend on your children is time.  They will 
remember the walks in the woods, the swims at the beach, 
the climbs up the mountains, and the shared stories with you 
more than anything else.  Plan out those stories, try to 
remember those adventures you had when their age, and 
share those stories and activities with them.  Together you 
can create the stories of Summer 2022.

siyaʔtən (moon of Saskatoon) June 

Keep up to date with events, look at our live calendar here: 

https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of

-learning.htm    Follow us on Twitter:  

http://twitter.com/sensisyusten 
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Things to come:

● 1st K/1 - Hardy Falls and Antler 
Beach

● 3rd Parent Breakfast
● 8-15th Art Walk
● 8th Gr 5 DARE grad 12-1 pm
● 17th 10 - 2:30  Family Traditional 

games with BBQ lunch 
● 21st National Indigenous day - 

No School 
● 24th Parent Breakfast and 

Awards presentations  8 - 10 am
● 29th Last day of school - Swim 

Bay in Peachland Beach day

·  

 

We have just registered to be a part of Nature’s Fare 3% CLUB. 
What does that mean? Save all of your receipts from Nature’s Fare 
and bring them into the school at the end of each month. We 
submit those receipts and they give the school a cheque for 3% of 
the total receipts back for our fundraising! 

https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of-learning.htm
https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of-learning.htm
http://twitter.com/sensisyusten


We just finished the month of ‘Moon of Sunflower Seeds’ and we are now entering into the ‘Moon of 

the Siya Berry’. That means summer is right around the corner. We have one more month filled with 

action packed activities and evaluations so attendance is essential for your child’s success.

This past month the Kindergarten/Grade 1 class has been busy creating and planting a beautiful plot in 

the community garden.  We will also be exploring more life growth in our hatching of baby ducks arriving 

in approximately 30 days, very exciting! Just wait to see some very cool pictures on twitter.

In Math the students have been working really hard counting and writing numbers to 30 and beyond, 

and skip counting by 2’s to 20, 5’s to 50 and 10’s to 50. Pull out some coins in your pocket and ask your 

child what the name and value of those coins are, they’re getting stronger every day. Our Kindergarten & 

Grade 1 class also know how to add and subtract numbers to 10. Give them a question or two and be 

amazed at their skills

You have very talented writers and beginning readers getting ready for Grade 1/2. I’m so proud of them!
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waỳ Parents and Caregivers,
We have enjoyed another wonderful month of getting out on the land and learning Indigenous teachings. We have 
done some beading, created fabulous artwork, wrote about animals, read books, learned how to do double digit 
addition and subtraction with regrouping, learned about measuring using centimetres and metres and played 
games. A few highlights were visiting Spotted Lake, watching the baby ducklings hatch, and making ice cream in a 
bag. Below are some pictures that will give you a glimpse into our journey. We are all looking forward to working 
hard, and playing hard for our final month in grades 1 and 2. 
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Way’, spring has been beautiful when the sun decides to shine. Even though it has been cooler, they 
have enjoyed listening to the rain hit the skylight and then searching for the rainbow. In writing and 
reading we will begin focusing on poetry. We will be exploring how poetry uses words to create images 
to entertain their audience. For science we have been observing how ice, water and wind have shaped 
the land. We have identified local landforms and created our own landform models. During math we 
have shifted our focus to graphing.  They have been collecting data from their classmates to create 
pictographs.  As well, we took math outside and used our bowling skills to create a bar graph. For art 
we explored some printmaking. Our bees were bee-you-tiful! We have been practicing our dancing 
skills and look forward to siya. For some of us it will be our first siya! We hope to see you there. 
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Can you believe we are heading into the last month of this school year? Time flies! We’ve been working 
hard as we get ready for the year’s end. Here is some of what we’ve been up to: Reading: This term, we 
have been focusing on using sentence stems to create written responses to text. We are making 
connections, predictions, and inferences, and we are asking questions and forming opinions about what we 
read. Our current novel is The Case of Windy Lake by Cree author Michael Hutchinson. While investigating 
a mystery, the heroes learn valuable cultural lessons culture such as respecting elders, earning wisdom, 
and caring for the land and people. Writing: We are working on Opinion Writing. Currently, we are 
discussing issues that are important to our school, community, and world. Here are some of the topics the 
students brought up: “we should be able to chew gum at school,” “we should have more language classes,” 
“we should expand the playground,” “we should have more beaches and bike trails,” “we should build more 
homes for people that need them,”  “there should be no more politics,” and, “basic needs should be free.” 
Math: We continue to work on multiplication and division by applying our knowledge to long division and 1 
by 3 or 2 by 2 digit multiplication. Students are doing an excellent job of learning and practicing the step by 
step process! We are also learning to tell time, estimate and compare using measurement units, and 
identifying the attributes of 3D shapes and polygons. Socials: We learned about the properties and uses of 
gold and how the land changed as thousands of people arrived and roads and town were built. Next, we 
will read Treaty Words: For as Long as the Rivers Flow. Science: We are studying sources of energy, 
types of energy, and devices that transform energy. Please enjoy the pictures of us building light circuits 
and drawing robots and make sure to check out the Friday family breakfast or the June art walk to see the 
pictures our robots drew! 



Our second last month for the graduating class has seen them take lots of opportunities to be 
leaders. At the beginning of the month, they were able to return to Spotted Lake for the first time 
in a while. While picking sage, a number of students took it upon themselves to serenade us 
pickers. They also took over our morning song while pqilqn and pkam were away. Then finally, 
they led the entire community in song during the raising of the flags.
With their final bitterroot picking trip now done, we look at their final bittersweet month. In this 
time, we hope to continue to foster those leadership qualities so they can take them forward to be 
leaders in middle school!
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way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t !  Good Day!  We had an awesome month out on the land. We gathered 
qʷl̓qʷl̓m̓niɬp (Sage) at kɬlilxʷ (Spotted Lake) and spiƛ̓m (Bitterroot) up Rose Valley and ɬq̓ʷut 
kiʔláwnaʔ (Mt. Boucherie). When on the land and in ceremony, our kids continue to represent 
themselves, their families and the school in the best way.  Words cannot express how proud we are of 
the growth taking place. In class we are finishing up our unit on cultural items. Try using these words at 
home:

pumín/ drum pul̓m / smudge nhʔil̓sn̓t / show respect sman̓x / tobacco

siw̓ɬkʷ / water kʷil̓stn / sweathouse stəqpiʔstn / eagle feather
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