
Xatus news:

way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t

Here we are after Hundreds Day.  Lots of counting, lots of 
estimating, lots of using mathematics in the real world during 
this fun filled day.  It also means that we are well into the 
second half of the year.  Amazing how quickly time passes 
when you are having fun and learning so much.

The weather keeps teasing us with hints of spring followed by 
a reminder we are still in winter.  A great part of that means 
that the kids can keep skiing and snowshoeing up at 
Telemark well into March.  With our Break almost upon us, it 
looks like there will be both winter and spring options during 
the Break for all our families to enjoy.

As you brush off the last bits of snow and prepare for spring 
and summer, do remember that we are all in this together.  
How we act, how we treat each other, and how we react will 
make this a better place.  Kindness can be spread wherever 
and however you wish as it is infinite if you choose it to be.  
Talk to your children about kindness and how you as a family 
share this kindness with others.  Share with them how you 
put yourself in someone else’s shoes before you react and 
show them the positivity of your actions.  You, as the most 
important person in your child’s life, provide that knowledge 
and guidance.  It’s part of our daily discussions in Circle and 
in all our classrooms.

I wish you all the very best and a most enjoyable Spring Break 
together and look forward to sharing more photos, videos, 
and stories with you after the Break.
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Things to come:

● 1st Gr 3/4 Telemark 
● 3rd Gr 2/3 Telemark
● 8th and 10th Gr 5 

Telemark
● 14th K - 2/3 Skating
● 21st - 1st Spring 

Break - No School

·  

 

pəckɬtán (moon of budding leaves) March 

Keep up to date with events, look at our live calendar here: 

https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of

-learning.htm    Follow us on Twitter:  

http://twitter.com/sensisyusten 

https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of-learning.htm
https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of-learning.htm
http://twitter.com/sensisyusten


Our class has experienced a wide variety of kindness and teamwork over this past term, from strawberry vertical 

gardening to artistic flair in storytelling and our mosaic project. The class has embraced exploration in learning in a 

team setting and we all have grown from these wonderful experiences.

An interesting quote I read recently states, “Instructional games enhance the motivation of students in the areas of 

attention, relevance (purpose), confidence and satisfaction without sacrificing performance.”  So parents,  if the 

opportunity arises for you to play any kind of educational/instructional game with your child please take it!! Until 

next month---happy reading with your children!!!!
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Way̓ parents, grandparents, and caregivers! What a fabulous February we have had in our classroom. Life is good and we are so thankful 

to be surrounded by so many that love and care about us!  This month we have been learning about the States of Matter, which has 

included conducting various experiments involving solids, liquids and gases. We have also been learning about the sun, light, heat, 

shadows, and how we can stay protected from the sun’s rays. 24 strawberry plants have survived being put into pots and the children 

have been keeping them healthy by giving them tender, loving care. In math we have been measuring our plants, along with everything 

else in our classroom. In PE we have enjoyed playing floor hockey, basketball, and cross country skiing up at Telemark. We are looking 

forward to the weather warming up and having a marvelous March. 
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Way’, our February was filled with kindness and smiles! I’m lucky that every day I see evidence of 
students sharing kind words or helping others around them. They are such a wonderful group of 
students! As some of our student’s pink shirts stated, “Kindness is Among Us!” This month we have 
wrapped up our money unit and have been sharpening our estimation skills. We have been looking 
for ways estimating is used outside the classroom. Maybe you can have your child estimate how 
long it will take you to drive somewhere or how fast they can clean their room! In writing we are 
finishing up our story writing. For Science we are focusing on Force. We will have lots of 
opportunities to get outside and use the playground while we explore pushes and pulls. All 
students have been working hard and are looking forward to Spring Break. We have one more 
skating and cross country ski lesson to look forward to this month. I hope everyone enjoys their 
break and stays active! 
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You may have already seen our pizza making pics on sensisyusten’s Twitter. If you 

are wondering why we were cooking fresh from scratch pizza at school, well, there are a 
few reasons. 1) In Writing we are learning Procedural Writing - how to give clear and 
interesting step-by-step instructions. 2) As we read the recipes we are noticing adjectives, 
verbs, and adverbs. 3) Cooking incorporates Math (measuring/fractions) and Science 
(Matter/Chemical Reactions). 4) We are focusing on our health and life skills as we learn 
to cook for ourselves and appreciate what we have. Although I am no pizza expert, we 
were excited and happy to have an edible product in the end! We have another project 
that is helping us incorporate many of these lessons - our strawberry project! Each 
student has planted their own strawberry plant and we are observing and recording their 
growth, learning about the plant life cycle, caring for our plants with water and sunlight, 
and creating artwork to send to our partner school. Here are some other things we are up 
to: In Math, we completed our fractions unit and have moved onto financial literacy which 
includes counting coins and bills, making change, and deciding on simple expenditures 
within a given budget. In Reading we have been focusing on summarizing, determining 
the theme of a story, identifying the message or teaching, and telling the main character’s 
character traits. 
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Wáy sənsisyustən!

For a week or so there, it seemed like spring was upon us! Fortunately, winter is hanging on a bit longer, 
because we still have some skiing and snowshoeing to do. Here are our highlights from this month:

Science: We have moved into our Solutions unit! This is a fun unit where we get to mix things 
together and see what things dissolve in what. Recently, we just completed a taste test to figure out some 
different solutes. If you are looking for some ways to bring some solutions activities home, invite your 
grade 5s to help in the kitchen! Kitchens are an amazing place to experiment with solutions and 
chemistry.

P.E.: We got our turn out on the land up at Telemark! A group of us went snowshoeing, while 
others went cross-country skiing. It was great to spend a few hours just enjoying the fresh air and having 
some fun in the snow. We even tried out a game of snowshoe hide and seek!

Math: We were learning about probability after our fractions unit, and so we played a classic 
probability board game: Catan! It was great to see the fun and 
intensity. (I don’t know if they even knew they were learning)
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sknirmn (moon of the buttercup) February 

way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t !  Good Day!  We continue to tell our captíkʷɬ - creation stories this month, 
sharing what the stories teach us about how to live a good life.  Our older students have had 
opportunities to tell captíkʷɬ for their classmates and they are getting pretty good at telling the 
stories too.  

The Grade 4’s and 5’s took a trip to see the Witness Blanket while it was on display at the 
Kelowna Art Gallery and also took a tour at the Kelowna Museum.  Our sənsisyustən kids  were 
respectful and responsible and made our hearts very proud by sharing their knowledge and 
teachings with the museum and gallery staff - even teaching them a thing or two.  x̌ast 
isck̓ʷúlmp - good job you all! You should be proud of how much knowledge you have.

And despite the cold weather we just had, we have seen the first sknirmn - buttercups of the 
year.  Take a walk through a south-facing meadow and see if you can find some of these first 
signs of spring.
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sknírʼmn February Photos


