
Xatus news:

Well, here we are in the merry month of May / so green, so green, 
so green!  We continue along in song and story, blending learning, 
incorporating language, enjoying culture, and generally providing a 
great environment for all our students.  We continue to maintain the 
high standards of safety and cleanliness as we continue through the 
COVID situation allowing us to remain an active and open school.  
We miss seeing out parents and guardians on Fridays and hope to be 
inviting you back soon again.  However, we know you join us in 
staying safe and keeping things going for the kids at the school so we 
will leave this as a hope for a brighter day soon.

To let you have more of a lens into the school during this time, we 
have started our own Twitter stream.    You can view our tweets at 
@sensisyusten where we regale our audience with the amazing 
things we are doing at the school, xatus’s extremely funny jokes, and 
up to date information about best practices for student learning.  
We will highlight the gem that is sensisyusten for many more to see.

As is often said, ‘The best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago.  
The second best time is now.’  All the time you spend with your 
children reading, listening, and speaking with them will benefit them 
for the rest of their lives.  Please continue with reading to, reading 
with, and listening to your children reading.  So, in our merry month 
of May, continue to sow seeds of learning that will flourish 
continually.  
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Things to come:

● 24th Victoria Day - No 
school 

·  

 

míktúʔtin (moon of sunflower seeds) May 2021 

Cloth masks: If your child/ren have brought home any of the school 

cloth masks, please return them so we can continue to wash and wear 

them here. 

Keep up to date with events, look at our live calendar here   Follow us 

on Twitter

http://twitter.com/sensisyusten
https://www.wfn.ca/our-community/schools/sensisyusten-house-of-learning.htm
http://twitter.com/sensisyusten


Happy April (the moon of Bitterroot)
Welcome to the month of everything sprouting and growing including the Kindergarten kids. There is 
so-o-o much learning happening in the classroom; along with our focused reading and writing sessions the 
class has also been engaged in starting our own garden, baking homemade chocolate pudding for dirt and 
worms, to making milkshakes and banana splits with the different classes in the school. We have been lucky 
to have Megan Stewart come weekly to our class and talk about how seeds germinate and grow by giving 
us a helping hand with starting the lettuce and kale plants for the school grow tower and then teaching us 
about composting. 
On our nature hikes we are having many discussions of how we need to treat, respect and care for the 
environment in the community. On Earth day we challenged the classrooms to use no lights in the class for 
a day. The hikes have also produced some amazing paintings of smu̓kʷaʔxn flowering and Siya bushes 
blooming.
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Way’, 

What a fabulous time your children and I have been having together! We have been reading, writing and creating 
each and every day. They are a lovely group of children and it has been a pleasure transitioning in as their teacher. 
The children were shocked to learn that most people can identify hundreds of corporate logos, but struggle to 
identify more than a handful of local plant or animal species. So we have enjoyed getting outside on the tmxʷùlaʔxʷ 
(land) to identify plants Indigenous to this area. We are also learning about how plants are used for food, medicine, 
smudging, and making mats, traps, fishing nets, lines, and traditional houses. While playing catch and frisbee on 
the upper field, we were lucky enough to discover trees covered in ladybugs and their eggs. This led to more 
learning about these wonderful little creatures. We have also been focusing on the local community and syilx 
culture. We have learned that nʕawqnwixʷ (to share drops of knowledge) is based on the idea that everyone in the 
community has different viewpoints, ideas, concerns, knowledge and passions. This approach considers these 
differences to be strengths of the community because every single person has a small piece of the answer inside of 
them to offer.  It highlights the power of group thinking as opposed to the idea that only one person is smart or 
strong enough to solve the problem. We are starting to look at what kinds of important issues in the community 
would benefit from having everyone’s viewpoints and ideas. So glad we have two more months to spend learning 
and laughing together. If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to reach out and contact me.

Warmly,
Koreen Roshinsky



We have been enjoying exploring the signs of spring. During our time outdoors we have noticed the 
many flowers blossoming such as dandelions, siya and smu̓kʷaʔxn. We have been making connections 
to how these beautiful plants provide food for us and the animals. It’s wonderful to see the smiles on 
their faces when they are able to identify the plants. Along this spring theme we have also been reading 
spring jokes and poetry. They have even used their senses to help them write their own Spring poem. 
In math we have begun working on Measurement. They are focusing on how to measure and what 
units are used for measuring. As well, the skill of estimating will be a big focus. It’s a great skill to keep 
the mind active and easy to practice at home. For example, asking your child to estimate how tall a tree 
is or how long it will take you to get home are easy ways to develop this skill. We are halfway through 
our Thermal Energy science unit. We have an upcoming popcorn investigation to explore the different 
ways heat is transferred. As well they will be exploring which materials are better conductors and 
insulators. They are curious bunch and I enjoy seeing their enthusiasm during investigations. For Art we 
have been exploring printmaking. Below you will see some of the prints that were created from their 
own string stamps they made. They turned out really well. We also created some insects from crayon 
rubbings and they have another printmaking project to complete this month. They all really enjoyed the 
process. 
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Deer

Baby deer hides grass

Cute ears, fluffy tail, white spots

Gentle animals

By Donna 

Eagles

Have shiny talons

Eagles are feathery birds

Eagles fly higher

By Tyme 

The helibopter is . . .

The helibopter

The helibopter is round

The helibopter

By Isabella

The ant is crawling

There are ants under my feet

The red ant bit me

By Keyara 

Fish are fast and jump

Up a river waterfall

But bear can catch them

By Cruz 

The sun is  . . .

The sun is shining

The sun is yellow and orange!

The sun is so hot!

By Keirra

Birds nests made of sticks

Some sticks have spiky corners

Hidden high up trees

By Talon

The brown crumbly dirt

So many tiny pebbles

Love playing in the dirt!

By Niko 

Please 
enjoy our 
springtime 
Haiku and 
the paper 
flowers we 
“bloomed” 
in water!



Spring time is truly upon us this month, and as with every spring, we are seeing all sorts of 
things sprouting up. Indeed, even our grade 5 class has been doing some growing and sprouting 
of their own this month. Here are some highlights:

Science: We have been exploring our Biology unit, which lets us dive deep into living things and 
discuss Organ Systems. We have been growing potato plants in the classroom,  and right now 
some of their stalks are about 1 m high! Now that may mean the potatoes are not getting big, 
but that’s why we do experiments.

P.E.: We have been trying to go outside most mornings for our P.E., and we are trying out some 
new games to get everyone involved. One of our new favourites has been outdoor dodgeball. 
We use the trees as cover, and it has added another layer of strategy to the game.

Health: We are incredibly proud of all our grade 5 students for successfully completing the 
D.A.R.E. program! This 10-session program, led by Constable Williams (AKA Rolly) had students 
think about how they can build a little more resilience to many of the challenges we all face in 
life. We celebrated their hard work and maturity with some pizza and cake, and everyone got 
some awesome D.A.R.E. swag to show off for years to come!
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way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t !  Hello Good day!  In this month of míktúʔtin (moon of the sunflower seeds), we will be 
continuing with our language learning, and in addition, we will continue togo out on the tmxʷúlaʔxʷ (Land) for 
some cultural excursions where students will learn about some of the vast ecology and beauty that our land 
holds.

This month we have a few “On The Land” cultural trips scheduled. These trips are important, as many of the 
teachings shared with the students, require experiencing the Land and Place to take root and create meaning 
in our busy lives. 

On April 28th, our older students went out and gather some sp̓iƛ̓m̓ (Bitterroot), sp̓iƛ̓m̓ is one of our Four Food 
Chiefs. sp̓iƛ̓m̓ is the Chief of all the Plants that grow under the ground.  We are going to make a traditional 
dish of sp̓iƛ̓m̓ and siyáʔ. However, with the dry spring we had, we were still a bit early, and many of the sp̓iƛ̓m̓ 
were still hiding away, or just starting to show themselves.  We plan on going up for another trip to gather 
more sp̓iƛ̓m̓, hopefully this time, we will see more.  The students did a great job on the tough hike!

With the COVID restrictions, a few out of area field trips are postponed until a later date. This includes our 
annual trip to kłlilxʷ (Spotted Lake) to learn about the importance of the lake, and its healing properties.  In 
addition, we gather our qʷlqʷlm̓niłp (Sage) there as well.  So fingers crossed, that we are still able to go on 
that trip.

All classes will also be visiting qʷʕaʔ (Deep Creek area), Antler’s Beach in Peachland to discuss the cultural 
significance of Rattlesnake Island and that area; teachings around n̓x̌aʔx̌ʔítkʷ (Sacred Lake creature); as 
well as visiting and exploring the lakeshore. 

We will also be starting a art project with a local artist, that will be working with us to create a mural.  We are 
excited on how that turns out. 

way̓ limləmt

pql̓qin (Mr. McRae) 

naʔɬ pkam̓ (Mr. Schmauder)
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sp̓iƛ̓m̓ (Bitterroot)

Limlemt to our Language 
and Culture team who 

designed and purchased 
some amazing T-shirts for 

students and staff for 
Earth Day!


