
Xatus news:
Lest we forget.

The month of Remembrance is upon us.  On November 8th, we pay honour 
to the Aboriginal Veterans that served for Canada.  We mark this day with 
WFN to honour those from here that fought and served for Canada while 
remembering the immortal words of John McCrae,

To you from failing hands we throw
    The torch; be yours to hold it high.

Please, in your own way, mark this day and the 11th with your thoughts and 
a pause to remember.  

This is the month where it starts to get much cooler in the mornings.  As our 
students are outside for substantial periods of time, please ensure they come 
with warm clothing.  Mitts, gloves, and toques are alway excellent choices for 
morning recess at least.  If you find that you are missing some clothing, we 
do have an overflowing bin of lost and found.  Teachers regularly bring 
students to look at the bin but if you think something might be here, let us 
know.

As you are going around the area with your children, please remember to 
stop and look at the excellent public art put up by WFN artisans.  WFN has a 
guide to take you on a tour with locations, artists, and ideas behind the work 
listed.  You can find the guide here:

https://www.wfn.ca/docs/public-art-heritage-brochure.pdf

Beauty is all around us at this time of year.  Enjoy the leaves, the cold water, 
the final harvests, and the snuggling in for winter with your children.  Share a 
book, share some memories, share some new facts.  Have a wonderful 
November with your family and loved ones enjoying all that our area has to 
offer.
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Happy Fall,
Our second of month Kindergarten has come and gone with a huge gain in our alphabet knowledge. 
The class has been introduced to 21 of the 26 letters so far and are making terrific strides in 
understanding and building with them. We have crafted different animals to go with the lowercase 
letters and soon we will be working on the uppercase letters. In math we are moving along with 
number formation using numbers from 0-10, backwards counting, and understanding patterns. 
Everyday we are detectives for different signs of Fall and have harvested the last vegetables in our 
plot at the community garden. Our lettuce and herbs in the school grow tower are thriving and they are 
just about ready for Joanie to pick for a salad in the lunch program. We continue to explore cooking 
and our next tasty treat will be Halloween haystacks. In our Social Awareness and Responsibilities 
classes, we have been talking about building relationships by being kind, cooperative and a 
supportive friend both in class and playtime. Have a safe and fun Halloween. 
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We have been having a fabulous time in our grade 1/2 classroom during the month of 
October. The children are making lots of progress with both reading and writing. They are 
great authors and illustrators who have been setting goals to use capitals, periods, and 
proper spacing in their sentences. We just bound up their second collection of writing 
which we will present to parents on Author’s Day in the spring. Their monthly journals show 
just how much growth they have made in only two months. In science we have been 
exploring to identify the needs of plants. We have asked ourselves “How do we know 
something is living?” and “What do plants need to live and grow?”. We also finished up our 
STEM unit about motion, where children explored motion through understanding of the 
effects of push, pull, gravity, and force on objects. We have completed our math unit on 
Addition and will begin our next unit on Subtraction. Our classroom motto is ‘Work hard, 
play hard’ so we have also taken time to make Halloween slime, carve a pumpkin, cook 
pumpkin seeds, dance, and celebrate the season together in fun. Have a wonderful 
weekend and Happy Halloween!
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October was a fun month! It was fantastic to see everyone enjoying being dressed-up and 
complimenting each other on their costumes. All students looked spooktacular in their costumes! 
Limlemnt for helping your child dress-up. In writing the class worked hard on the descriptive writing 
unit and this month we are working on procedural writing. Lucky for us, since we actively 
participated in the procedure for making candied salmon we can first review those steps. In 
addition students are currently participating in the procedure for preparing a deer hide. At home, 
you can do some baking with your child and complete the steps together. We have continued to 
review strategies for recalling basic facts up to 20 and in class students play many games to help 
reinforce these facts. For math the grade 2s have been working on building, ordering and 
comparing numbers to 100 and the grade 3’s with numbers to 1000. During the month we will also 
begin to review adding 2 digit (Grade 2) and 3 digit numbers (Grade 3) without regrouping. I would 
also like to mention that I am pleased to see many agendas being returned each day. As well, 
students are encouraged to select and exchange books for home reading. 
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October is one of my favourite months. There is always so much going on! I hope you have been enjoying it as 
well. In Science, we went out and had a seed scavenger hunt in the beautiful fall leaves. Then we built our own 
version of whirligigs and dropped them from the playground so we could watch them flutter down. Seeds are a 
part of a plant’s life cycle and a part of the amazing adaptations plants have for survival. In the language room, 
Mr. McRae demonstrate how to filet a fish. We were able to see some of the fish’s special adaptations like the 
thin, flexible bones which help them swim. In Socials, we’ve been learning about indigenous life in the 
Okanagan before the arrival of people from other countries. We are focusing on connection to the land and how 
we could get everything we needed for our survival by collecting, harvesting, and hunting natural resources. We 
looked at an example of a traditional tipi and found out they are made from natural resources like branches and 
reeds. We even had the opportunity to gather our own reeds for a craft project. We hoped to be able to make 
some reed mats and build a small tipi, but as you can see in the pictures below, the reeds were a little dry by the 
time we got to them. However, we did have the chance to have fun and use our thinking caps while constructing 
our own tipi models using classroom materials and materials gathered from outside. The task was quite 
challenging but everyone persevered and had a stable structure in the end.Writing: We completed a descriptive 
write on mini pumpkins and a magic potion recipe (using verbs). Next, we will be learning about similes and 
alliteration. Reading: We have been reading short stories and short novels. We have also been reading about 
different emotions. We’ve been discussing how to recognize when we feel these emotions, and how to choose 
self-regulation strategies. After reading, students are asked to answer written questions using complete 
sentences, capitalization, and punctuation. They also need to show their thinking with a “because statement” or 
an example. Math: we practiced many different strategies for multiplication facts. Grade 3s are now doing 2 x 1 
multiplication. Grade 4s will be moving to 3 x 1 multiplication, then we will be looking at division facts and long 
division. Please enjoy our tule picking pictures and our tipi models!

Happy Halloween!



Many people love October for the changing of the seasons, as well as the fun holidays it holds. 
Here in the Grade 5 classroom, we had a great time working with what October had to offer.
In writing, the Grade 5’s have been hard at work creating another simple descriptive write. 
September had us focusing on strawberries, but for October we were describing “Spooky Houses” 
instead. This got us thinking about fun new words to use, like “shattered windows” or “dripping 
ceiling”. We hope our descriptive writing will transport our reader right to the houses we 
imagined!
In art, we have been heavily focused on all the necessary pieces for our Spooktacular event at the 
end of the month. Our Grade 5s have been given tape and cardboard, but they are giving us some 
amazing sets and ideas that are truly terrifying. I am sure you will hear all about it on Halloween 
weekend.
In Language & Culture, we got to go on another trip. This time, we harvested tule and qwastqin. 
We may have got to the harvesting site a little late this year, but it was still a lot of fun to see all 
the mud and play in amongst the reeds.
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kətc̓ac̓aɬtən 2021 (November 2021)

way̓ x̌ast sx̌l̓x̌ʕal̓t !  Hello Good day!  In this month of kətc̓ac̓aɬtən (moon of the cold), we will be wrapping up our 
Language Units, and will be shifting our focus on learning, practising songs, and captikʷɬ (creation stories) for 
our upcoming school concert.  If it all works out, we are looking forward to having this concert again.  We know 
the students really enjoy doing it, and we are sure the parents enjoy it also.

 With the cold, hopefully comes the snow, and with the snow, comes time to tell these captikʷɬ (creation 
stories).  These captikʷɬ are told to entertain, to teach, to remind, and to provide guidance of how things should 
be. 

Some cultural activities that we are hoping to complete before it gets too cold, is to scrape a deer hide (kʷu 
aqʔiqm̓).  Students will learn the amount of hard work it takes to work with animal hide, and the steps it takes 
to get to the rawhide stage.  From there, the rawhide may be made into drums, rattles, or parfleche containers.  
Students also learned about how we respect the animal that has given itself to us, by using all the parts of the 
animal.

Mrs. Thomson’s and Mr. McKay’s classes collected tukʷtán (tule reeds).  We were a little late this year 
gathering them, and that itself was a valuable lesson.  The lesson being that the plants or medicines do not 
wait for us, that we must follow their timing, and not the other way around. They are planning to make a small 
tukʷtán mat out of what they had collected.

way̓ limləmt

pql̓qin – Mr. McRae – L&C Teacher

pkam - Dustin Schmauder – L&C Teacher
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