Westbank First Nation (WFN) is a leader among 618 First
Nations in Canada. It was the first to be supported by Land Title
Insurance, guaranteeing its land transactions, and resulting in
major growth. One of eight First Nations/Bands comprising the
Okanagan Nation, WFN has been self-governing since 2005.
As a self-governing Nation, WFN is removed from the Indian Act
and has established new structures and powers of government.
WFN is stronger and more accountable with the jurisdiction to
develop laws and manage its lands, resources, and finances.
WFN strives to embrace connection to the lands and resources of
its traditional territory, while also promoting and protecting the
Okanagan/syilx language and culture. Underlying these goals
are WFN’s core values: equality, honesty and fairness, respect,
integrity, accountability and transparency, sustainability,
understanding, confidentiality, and efficiency.
Actively encouraging economic development, WFN nurtures its
relationships with other governments and invests in responsible
development. WFN recently managed and administered three
of the largest Provincial highway/ infrastructure projects on
reserve in B.C., with a combined value of $67 million.
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Other major infrastructure in the region includes one of the
world’s top 40 universities and top two in Canada, UBC;
Canada’s 10th busiest airport, the Kelowna International,
serving over 1.9 million people annually; as well as the Kelowna
General Hospital which received $632 million over the past 10
years for additions including a new Heart & Surgical Centre.
Located within B.C.’s 3rd largest metropolitan area and next
to Canada’s 22nd largest city, Kelowna, the Central Okanagan
Valley is 400 km east of Vancouver, 600 km west of Calgary
and 130 km north of the United States border. It one of the top
wine regions of the world, with WFN being home to the first
100% Aboriginal-owned winery, Indigenous World Winery. As
well, Okanagan Lake, at 135 km long and 232 metres deep, is
a mecca of summer activities; while Big White Ski Resort, with
16 lifts & 118 runs, is one of Canada’s best winter resorts.
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