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Westbank First Nation (WFN) is a leader among 618 First 
Nations in Canada. It was the fi rst to be supported by Land Title 
Insurance, guaranteeing its land transactions, and resulting in 
major growth. One of eight First Nations/Bands comprising the 
Okanagan Nation, WFN has been self-governing since 2005. 

As a self-governing Nation, WFN is removed from the Indian Act 
and has established new structures and powers of government. 
WFN is stronger and more accountable with the jurisdiction to 
develop laws and manage its lands, resources, and fi nances. 

WFN strives to embrace connection to the lands and resources of 
its traditional territory, while also promoting and protecting the 
Okanagan/syilx language and culture. Underlying these goals 
are WFN’s core values: equality, honesty and fairness, respect, 
integrity, accountability and transparency, sustainability, 
understanding, confi dentiality, and effi ciency. 

Actively encouraging economic development, WFN nurtures its 
relationships with other governments and invests in responsible 
development. WFN recently managed and administered three 
of the largest Provincial highway/ infrastructure projects on 
reserve in B.C., with a combined value of $67 million. 

Other major infrastructure in the region includes one of the 
world’s top 40 universities and top two in Canada, UBC;
Canada’s 10th busiest airport, the Kelowna International, 
serving over 1.9 million people annually; as well as the Kelowna 
General Hospital which received $632 million over the past 10 
years for additions including a new Heart & Surgical Centre.

Located within B.C.’s 3rd largest metropolitan area and next 
to Canada’s 22nd largest city, Kelowna, the Central Okanagan 
Valley is 400 km east of Vancouver, 600 km west of Calgary 
and 130 km north of the United States border. It one of the top 
wine regions of the world, with WFN being home to the fi rst 
100% Aboriginal-owned winery, Indigenous World Winery. As 
well, Okanagan Lake, at 135 km long and 232 metres deep, is 
a mecca of summer activities; while Big White Ski Resort, with 
16 lifts & 118 runs, is one of Canada’s best winter resorts.

Quick 
FACTS  

Westbank First Nation 
is historically known as 

stqaʔtkʷníwt

Language: 
nsyilxcən

Location: 
South Central Interior of
British Columbia, Canada

Self-Governing First Nation

Leadership: 
One Chief and four Councillors 
(elected by Membership every 

three years)

WESTBANK FIRST NATION 
#201 – 515 Highway 97 South, Kelowna, BC  V1Z 3J2 
Tel: 250 769 4999  |  Fax: 250 769 4377  
oll Free: 877 388 4999 
Web: www.wfn.ca
Follow @westbankfn on     

and
WFN will work to promote 
a healthy and prosperous 
future to ensure its 
continued existence as a 
strong political, social and 
cultural community.

Mission 
STATEMENT



1.6 Billion$ assessed property values 
(58th largest of 162 B.C. municipalities)

125 Million$ collected annually 
in taxes on WFN lands by:
- Gov’t of Canada, 55% (income & sales)
- Province of B.C., 35% (income & sales)
- WFN, 10 % (property & First Nation tax)

90,000 m3 timber harvested annually 
across 150,000 acres managed by WFN

5,340 acres
reserve land

1st  Okanagan Wind farm

1st formed indigenous Economic 
Development Commission in Canada

More lease & land transactions 
over last ten years than any other
First Nation in Canada

457 businesses including many 
international big box retailers and 
major fi nancial institutions

Partnerships in two 
shopping malls
(Okanagan Lake & Snyatan)

169 building permits  issued in 2017 
Valued at 45 million$/ 500 million$ over 10 years 
(exceeding City of Kelowna & B.C., per capita)

6,100+ water connections, making WFN the 
largest First Nation purveyor of water in B.C.
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1.45 Million sq ft commercial real 
estate (largest on reserve in Canada)

9,000 WFN residents (most 
non-Aboriginals leasing on 

reserves in Canada)

4,200 homes

850 WFN members

175 WFN employees

3x greater population growth than 
any other Central Okanagan 
community over past fi ve years

10+ years self-governance

1 Billion$ GDP/year

200,000 regional population (B.C’s fastest 
growing region, and Canada’s sixth fastest)

35+ Million$ annual budget

3,500+ direct jobs on WFN lands

National winners 
‘Communities in Bloom’                                      

              |

                   (WFN as partner in each initiative)
             
             |


